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RUNNING THE INTERNATIONAL BLOCKADE 
(Reprint from The Nation, July 17, 1937.) 


The international control over Spain was established with the ostensible purpose 
of isolating the Spanish war through cutting off volunteors and rigidly checking the 
shipment of all supplies. How unevenly this control works to the ultimate detriment 
of the Spanish Republic has already been reported by numerous witnessos, Jay Allen, 
for exaaple, writing for Esquire Features stqted in a dispatoh published on May ll: 


"Over eastward, near republicah Spain, it's tough, This oorrespondent's car was 
stopped and searched six times after he entered the twenty-kilonieter control zone. 
One morning he drove to Dancharia on tue rebel bordor and was not stopped until he was 
within twonty feet of a Carlist sentinel," 


For anyone who trics to jct into the left-controlled side of Spain there are 
almost insuperable difficuitiss to overcome. Even Norman Thomas found this out when 
he tricd to enter legally. As for penetrating illegally, the chanocs are many to one 
that it cannot be donc, Thousands of soldicrs stand guard at the border. They wtch 
the sca, Thcy patrol the mountain passes, sven the oncs used by expert smugglors, 
They search cvery village, every tavern, Each week, at the border near Andorra or 

_Porpignan, many arrests arc roportcd, sometimes running as high as one hundred and 
fifty or two hundred, But no such arrests take place on the westorn bordcr of Spain, 
whcoro only reaotionary sympathizcrs oross, Althoujh the opinion is current that tho 
French People's Front governincnt favors the cause of democratic Spain, there is ample 
evidence, supported by my own pcrsonal cxpcricnec, that if Suoh favoritism exists it 

is ocrtainly kept well under cover when it is a cuestion of permitting left adhcrcnits 
to enter the Iberian poninsula, 


Naturally, anti-fascist forccs in France conspire to defeat the effort of the 
French government and the intcrnational control. In many citiocs of Franoe committccs 
have been set up to aid republican Spain. Somo are controlled by the partics repre- 
sentcd in the Poople's Front, others by Anarcho-Syndicalists and other working class 
factions opposed to the People's Front. Whatever struggles may exist betwoon these 
scts of forces in Spain, I have found that the French committees cooperate to a certair 
point. At the important towns near the southorn border of Franos the committces aro 
links in an underground railway relaying left adhcrents. into Spain, 


Although the illogal methods of gotting into Spain are many and ingonious, it is 
virtually impossible at tho present time for any mass of volunteers to pass over the 
French border. The Mediterranean might appear as an obvious route, but Fascist vebsol 
are warned in advance and make this trip cxoocdingly difficult as was domonstrated 
by the torpedoing of the City of Barcolona -in which ovor one hundred parsons lost. thei 
lives, including fifty Amcoricans, 


At ono time the anti-fasoist committces tricd the daring seheme of sending a 
large mass of voluntcers straight through the French guard with the idoa that, sinea 
the Frenoh soldicrs are instructcd not to shoot, only a few could be stoppcod, Such 
taotics, however, oan bo uscd sucocssfully only once or twico, Now all tho approache 
aro so woll guarded for many miles in advanco of the bordor, and the trains are so 
closely wotcbed, that it would bo impossible for sovcral hundred mon to be mobilized 
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and conocntratcd in any part of southern Frinec near the frontior without the author- 
itics being fully aware of the situation. 


Despite all thcso obstacles, howscver, if the individual Loyalist Sympathizcr wants 
to put up with a bit of hardship ond is ready to take tho risk of being arrcstod, tharo 
is always a chance of slipping through. It is still possible to find a fricndly fish- 
crman who will row you ucross some dark night from onc point in Franoe to another 

point in Spain. Thoro still exist devoted frionds of the causo who know difficult 
mountain passes not too familiar to tho soldicry, Then thore are dark railroad tunnols 
through which one oan grope one's way despite the guards - a harrowing expericnec war- 
ranted to give one nightmarcs afterward, . 


Somo have uscd the darc-dovil method of racing the guard to the berder. The road 
is a winding onc that twists and turns just beforo tho car that carrics you to the 
border has to stop. You jump off your car at the point immediately before tho last 
turn in the road where you would be sccn by the guards. You run as fast as you can the 
Several hundred yards of rough country hillside till you reaeh a point where the road 
has wound round “nd crosscsd the Spanish line. There, if you have beaten the Frenen 
guards who by this timo heve sccn you running up the hill, you may possibly be able 
to persuade the Spanish soldicrs, often headed by officcrs who by no maans love the 
prolctarian leftist and would scorctly like to cooperate with France in barring all 
rods, to lst you stay in Spsin and go on your way. 


If you don't like to run you might try to walk aeross the frontier via the littlo 
village of "X" that stands astride the border, one part boing in Franoe, the other in 
Spain. This method oalls for considercble histrionio ability. You arrive in the vil- 
lage one fine morning armed with papers showirg you to be a respectable business man 
preforably Froneh, working for a firm shipping supplics into Spain. A shipment is 
Supposed to be awaiting your attcntion there, and when hours pass aid your stuff fails 
to show up you fume and fret in the onfes that linc the roxd. You takc good oare to 
dcnounes the "damned Anarchists" to 211 and sundry, so cs to ingratiato youreclf with 
the "impartial" international control and the business mon of the village. By tho 
time late afternnon arrives, when the highway is oxtraordinarily busy with the loading 
and unloading of goods for the customs inspection, you casually ask to be pormitted 
to tolephone to dome placs in Spain from the Spanish sido. You are so dressad that 
no one would possibly suspect that you want to leave Franoo for goode Once having 
crossed the haavily guarded road to cntor tho cafe on tho Spanish side, it is not 
necessary for you to returne France can seo you no more», You oan then go out by tho 
back way, through devious side pathg, until you reach the Spanish soldiers at the otha 
side of the border, 


The logal difficultics croated by the People's Front government of France find a 
sinister countorpart in tho activities of the French Admiralty operating undor this 
same government. French consuls and naval officors working together havo made it 
oxtraordinsrily casy for fascists flecing the Spanish government to get out of tho 
eastern side of the country in order to pass through France and re-cnter on the wos- 
torn side controlled by Franeo Nor do the French Admiralty or consulates care whether 
they vidhbate Fronch law, Spanish law, or the rulos of tie International Control Com- 
mission to accomplish their cn& of niding Spanish fascism. They extend their most 
cordial wolcome to such revetionwies, give them favored treatment and furnish them 
with consular oscorts so that those in flight oan pass through France, even though 
they may have no passports. Thcoso things I saw with my own 6yGSe 


In the beginning of June, I decidod to gct out of Barcelona inte Franco & an 
evacuated refuges, that is, to got the permission of tho French consul to take the 
Freneh boat, Imctherie II, which ccoh wosk saigs from Marseilles to Baraelona to take 
out refugocs who wish to leave Spain. This ship is under tho watchful cycs of two ra- 
presontatives of the control conmission who hoist thoir white pointod flag with two 
balls for all to sco. I was intercstod to watol) how the international oontrol actual] 
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bk Memes ineapeble of adjusting thenm- 
y had found outside their cloistcrs 

Fone cand 1288 of Ae huainess class that had lost their 

ted to get out. Then there were others, 


“prospective passcngers wersc suspeot to the Spanish authoritics,was 
—onoc we hed entered the picr and come b&fore tlie customs: men. Most 
, playing sefc, were traveling light. But I, not having “been warns, 

suiteasc aiid plenty of litcraturo, including « mep of Spain, pictures cf 
ox the roesnt bombardment in Barcelona and similar matcricl. In my pockots 
“wiliter; notes I had t:ken at the Arasou front, notes of intcrvicws with scmo 
mnenders 2t the Arcgo: headquarters. It was s yu jittery monent for mo whon 
Officials, scarciinic ty bapenges, ocrie upon this stuff plus. a tourist's 
: had been put out b> « Geriats: company and, linking oll this with my German 

SAAC scided to put mo dow fer a Gorvan spy. Had they fouwd the military notes I 
or mietner < Could Now Oo. 92-1 ting tiis article. As it. was, I head to spend some 
ae MPiuscee penor> | “os be the list itepoction, with my military notes still 
safe, Moving convine:i .. ....4ish roywolicsn sificials I was not an enemy of the Spanc 


‘ish left bie lts fr2cuc. 


I wes enG-ef tue thal pessengers to board tne Itietheric II but I found ahead of 
me a faultilossly drosssd passcager whe, To wes gurtsin, An id act ~ passed througn the cus-~ 
DBRS s This i individual wes elronay eneconced ii th: best cnxbin in the ship, I should 
peint out that the only ace.mmodetiors for soc 350 refugces who wore to overcrowd the 
ship for thc night trip were nisercdle bunks of straw in a filthy unventilated froipse 
held. Knowing what aort of bunk had becn given mo, I bocume all the mora intoregtaa 

- 4n this favorod passenger. 


Walking around the ship, I Knowked into the delcgates of the International Control 
ie an Englishiaan and a Dutchnan, The Sritish represcntative, I soon digsouv- 
ered, was a monbor of the British Navel Reserve, 'e cvidently conecived his job on the 

conai ssion as a finc opportunity to do soue spying for the British Admiralty. lis 
chict conecrn was tho idcutity of cvery vessel, cspecially every ship of wor, to be 
‘ound in Mediterrenean and Bereclon: waters. The Dutch member, however, took his du- 


erase ouitoucly A neweoncr, he was worricd about the fact thatthe captain of 

the ship was not neking hin very welconc. ‘things looked rather suspicious, he confidec 
Ae 

to ne ° 


It was the Dutch menbor of the commission who informed uc xh of the manner in 

i tlic interesting passenger had come ebeard. Lefore the Inctherio' II had reached 

lona harbor, a French dcstroyor had stopped the boat and placed this passenger : 

gee _ Thus ae tans gcnec was unknown to the Spanish authorities. While the stolid 
the question, I made up my mind to do a bit of sleuthing 


“soon in conversation with the stranger. He told ue that he was a ¢Aspooial 
e British consul at Alicente., But when I quostioned the British member of 

I learned thore was no British consul at Alicante and that such small con. 
Hobe sdepect ol aids." What was more suspicious was the fact that this 

" coulda speak no English and, although o Spaniard, had no passport of any 
, unburdcned the real facts. Hc was the sone of a very wealthy aristo- 


I uade it my buainess to. chook all these ‘fadhes gure 
at Margoilles ond TAC aL Res Lom cutherities ChiEG On board, 01 ; 
wio 2d traveled .on the boat. with us. tool: cd sircnger in first. 
speciol pleu for hin.. He was then given x special pasa for det 
off tue boat ut tie same tinue uo did, ue aad ne. to help hin 2 fing tus. 


a 


polios. I acconyanicd nim to the prefecture ana si tuat it took only «gio 
fix him up with the papers uscessary to stay oat trevcl in Frencc, to cntor i 
if he so desired. (London is tic esnter of Spanish honeroiiost intriguo) or to 59 


tie Franeéo, side of Spain. 


But ne was not tie only one tic officials aided. 

of tue hserbor ef Bureslonea, it was stopped and again 
s tine six more passengers wore Coposived. All — ‘sae were pe wit thin ‘ar ie 
all of them, like the first one, were Spanish and were tis vilating Speauish | 
in fleeing the country. All of t..em wero oxtrenely resetionary in their viows 
found in convscrations with tien, .ndywith tue help of tie Frenon s¢ airealty, most 

of whose officers orc weabers of the fiuscist Action Freacaise, wore on tueir way to- 
join the rebel side, i a 
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There was such 4 ¢lering: contrast Det.oon Rgee situction «nd tue one that ~haa 
confronted ce when I nad tried to enter loftist 2j)-ain that I deteriined to take up the 
matter with the representetives of the coutrol com:ission on hoard the boat. Sut tac 
British member declared his job wes onl; to prevent tice entranes of volunteers into 
Spain, not to report tie escave of fascists from tic Isftists, Ii the fronea sduiralt 
violated the laws of France offd of Spain that was not his business, If those favored » 
refugces wanted to get iuto Sjpein on tue other side, that was for tie oontrolain 
western Frence to worr,; about. Tus Dutehsuan wentcd to help but felt he could no} if 
the British .esber would not cooper:.te. And so tie natter rested, 
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The barricade fighting that flared up from May 3rd to May 7th jn Bercolona 
and throughout Catalonia marted onc of ths uost importcnt stages of the Spanish Revo- 
lution, Before -the May Days the sovernnonts of Catalonia end Valencia were Scnerclly 
considcred the most re aes the world had secn since the cays of the Russicn Revolutio: — 
ond its aftermath in Hungery, Slovakia and Scvaria. In Spain, during the July days 
of 1936, the workers in answor to tlc attacks of F Franco, had seized cconomic and poli-— 
tical power and had specdily orgenized a militia of thcir own. Out of sheer wagnani- 
mity, however, they had not aticupted to exclude bourscois republican organizetions 
fron participation in the government. Neither hed they taxen any steps to build 3 
‘oviets on the Russicn model es 2 sto» toward the dictctorship of the prota torte tae be" 
Qa the contrury, gradually the governucnt assumed tie fori it Mad beferc the July 
upheaval, the anti-fascist coumittees being dissolved in favor of the rogiiics of . y 
py end Agana, This wos donc not beccuse the bourgeois radicals were strong 

Gnuough .to compel this concession, indecd, most of tlicm had been nowhere to be soon in 
tus troubled July Deys, On the contrary, it was because the labor orgenizations — A 
dcliberaicly limited the werkers' aspiretions and dencnds to this half-way peat 
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What wes first estcbolished in July 1936 vcs an omoergency governnont with en 
melwing douination of workers' representatives. The factorics woro Binge ets zod by 
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was of : 


tericly granted, the Spanish workers, ospecially 

r the belicf that ticy had created « genuine workcrs ro- 
Wiieh could be induccd gradually and without x the ncoossity 
sher a full form of Socialiun into Spain. With such a mlicf 
abandoned tne cssenee of their prograa and entcrcd into the governucnts 


talked of being “able now to reconstruct a new socicty; even the 
ff Marxist Unificction (P.0.U.M.) nourished similar idoas, 


Days topped these "c-stles in Spain" to tha ground. Within a fcw hours, 
‘6 as in July 1936, workers' ncighborhoods tecime - sccthing hive of ominous 
‘Masscs of mon grouped behind barricdcos, thousends of them armed with riflos 
L and hand grenades, challcngcd all passers by and waitcd tcenscly for a throat~ 
ened attack. Birricades sprang up cvorywheorc, six or cight to a street. Thcro were 
iIndréds throughout the city, berricades of paving blocks and sandbags, fivo fect 
high, guerding cll the important corners, blocking the strects. All Catalonia was 
_peralyzed with a general strike. In the contcr of the city, firing: continued steadily 
for several days. Ambuloneos rushed hithor ond thither, the only vchiclos allowed to 
pass cxcept for the cars of tic AnarchoSSyndicalists (C.N.T.-FeA.I.) and P.0.U.M. 
organizations, 


At night, Barcelona went deed, all the lights bcing out cxccpt for some indistinct 
bulb here and thore ccsting « feint yollow gleam: upon the cmapty streets now grinly 
patrolled. The Control Patrol, which apparently had been dissolved by the governnent 
in Merch, wes resurrectod in the crisis. The p::troliacn armed with submachine guns 
@o from barricade to bcrricade, investigating cvcry house onc rooftop to forrct out 

_ any surprise the encewy might try to spring. In thc workers localcs no ono slecps, 
food is rationed out by the women who clcect to atund with ticir husbands, 


In the center of the city, cach orgenigation has barricaded itsclf. In front of 
the"Casa CNT" the honc of the Netional Confederation of Labor, situatcd on Via Burutti, 
there is heavy firing in all directions. A car brings six ncn from tho Syndicalist 
Side into the stroct to negotiate. It is fired upon by the police and menbers of the 
Unificd Socialist Party of Catalonia (P.5.U.C.) who arc together in this battle, The 
six rush out holding their hends high. All are shot down and for fiftccn minutes aftor 
ward they lic sprawling in their blood in the strect, while strcams of lead como pour- 
ing into thom until thoir skulls arc shot wide open, tncir brains spill into the strect 
their bodics arc ripped from top to bottom. Only then isthe anbulante allowed into 
the strcot to remove the remains. 


The fire is hottest in the Ramblas scction. Tho policy occupy tho building next 

to the P.0.U.M. hsedauartors. The British contingent of tho POUM, on lcavo from the 
front at tho moncnt, have strategically seizcd the high building opposite the POUM 

to guard its ontrance and from thorc they pour thoir fire into tho ranks of the police 

holding the Mocha Cafe across tho way. Sore advance to the very doors of tho police 
retreat and throw hand grenades that wreck the placc, leaving tho police cowering in 
the rear, 

- News arrives that C.N.T.-P.0.U.ii. soldiors cre leaving the front to protect the 
workers in Baroclonr. and thet thousends are already on the way. Into the harbor there 
stcam the hesvy Spanish cruiser Jaime I and two destroyers. Tho huge guns of tho 
British and Franch navy are also. scen lcvolled against the city. On the other side, 
the fortross of Montjuic is tckon by the Anarchists; the cannon are trained on tho 
~Generality Building, one shot, I an informed, is actually fired that lands bchind the 

railroad station. 
tte 
1 : 


Vinee CE 
1937 


In the gonersl press the May Days have becn pictured as a wild uprising of n- 
trolled Anarchists (F.A.I.) mingled with treachcrous Trotskyists (POUM), behind whom — 
lurk the sinistor figuros of tho "Fifth Column of Frenco$ Tho Spanish coubassy fpug 
France, inspired by Alvarez del Vayo ond Luis Arquistain, actually stated that Dy 


behind the barricedes flow Monarchist flags in the strocts. Such a completo fabri On 
tion can de no soryige to the Spanish Republic but rather falsely advertises to thos 
world tliat Fascism is so strong in Barcolona, the heart of industrial Spain, that it 7 
can openly show its colors sup;ortcd by the workers. Before we denounce the barricads 
fighters as Fascist we should consider the fact thet it was theso very people, tho ; 
Anarcho-Syniicclists undor Durutti ond Ascase and tho POUMites under Maurin who bad — 
been the first to Gisern the Fascists in Barcolona and to drive their troops out of | 
Catalonia. In July the POUM ws the most important Merxist Party of Catalonia, tho 
Stalinists beirg 2 very sncll factor, cut 


Nons the less Pravda, the Russian Communist paper, has scen fit to agrec with tho 
Spenish Ambassador and has affirmed: "The powcr which carriod forward the countcr-re-— 
volutionary putsch in Barculonn, was <bove all, the Trotskyist orgenization, the POUM 
which was wholly linked up with the scoret agents of Bascism and with the "Fifth Column’ 
On the side of the Trotskyists stood the saq-called ‘Control Patrols! that is to say, 
Groups of all sorts of dandits who now for a long timc have operated in the strccts of 
Bareclona and on the roads of Catalonia as robbers and murdorers,...The attcmpt of a 
Trotskyist -Fascist putsch in Burccloua is absolutcly ao accident, Beyond = doubt it 
was orgenized under the dircetives of Franco and of the German and Italian uarauders | 
--.The putsch of the Trotskyist agoncy of Spanish cond Geruan Fascism in Bareclona wes | 
directed by the Gernan Gonerol Stoff in ordcr to frignten the bourgeois circles of 
England and Fr<ncc with the spectre of ‘Anerchy' in Spain," 


: 
Any objective porson prasent in Bercolona during the barricade fighting of Ih : 
3rd to May7th would surely lieve to cive an ontirclg di@forcnt statement of tho situa- : 
tion. Tho first inosceparbla fact he would heve to declare is that tho events wor | 
procipitated not by uicoutrollod Anrchists or POUMists but by tho action of the dir- 
ector of Public Sccurity, Roiriguog Sales, in charge of the Catalan polics, who, tour 
lowing a preconceived plan and carrying out the ordors of the Minister of the Interior 
Aiguade, had broken into ths Telcvhcne Building in the center of the city, to take | 
possession of it. ; : 


It should be rencrbered thet liks «11 public enterpreises, not only in Catalonia 
but throughout 211 Spain this telophonc building had been teken over by tho workors ! 
trade wiions and controlled by then according to the Decree of Collcctivization of 
Odtober 24th, 1938, A delogite of the Catalan Generality was at the head of the contr: 


conmittes of the workers, This arrencenent wes in accord with the laws of the country. 


he seizure of the "Tclcephonique" was, shen, of enormous significance to the 
cntirc working; class of Barcocloaa, affecting not only the CNT members who were in the 
najority on the control board, but rlso the Socialist trade union ccnter (U.G.T.). rag 
It was an attack cainst the entire trade union novenent and illegally challenged the 
whole idoa of the collectivization, If the police could violate the laws of Cataionin 
and scize tho most important center of conmunicatious by forec, what could stop thon 
fron scizing all tho factorics? The roaction of the working class, thereforc, wae 
imncdiate and violent. Spontancously and at once, throughout the entire city, at 
the workers, whether of the CNT or of the UGT cans out into the strocts in <. universal © 
genorcl strike, although not a single organization, noither CNT, FAI, POUM nor PSUC had © 
issuod the call for them to do so. ol lady? 
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q In the train of this cencral strike barriccdes sprang up everywhere, and clthough 

it is true that only a minority, several tens of thousands of arnod ncn, manned the 

? barricades, the large orowds that gathered cround thon clanoming for action, loft no 

| Qoubt that tie overwhelming nass of workers wore wholchoartedly behind the vanguard and 
were only waiting the ordors of their organizations to march forward. These orders 
never cam, not from the POUM, not fron the Anerchists nor Syndicalists nor from 
any other source, Franco's"Pifth Colunn" nevor would have actcd so hesitently. 


What was bohind the illogcl seizure of the Telephone Central by the forces of the 
Catalan police? Tho essence of the natter wes very well put by the prominent leaders 
of the PSUC in a huge mocting ropvortcd in Les Noticins of Barcclona on Juno sccond: 
Said the leaders of the Soci*list-Stalinist forces -t this nectings Two lines of 
plicy found thenselves opposed on May Dey, tho line of the PSUG whioh wanted to place 
the war before the socitl revolution, and the linc of tho Anerchists which placed the 
Social revolution beforc all. Two forces cxisted ercating « sort of dual government, 
One was official, the othsr was sccrot, carrying out violence in tho streets and chaos 
in economy, snbotaging the cconomic resorve forcecs of the country. This secrot syn- 
Gicalist "governucnt" was in possession of 80,000 rifles, 3,000 machine suns, several 
hundreds of thousands of heand-bonbs, also mortars and sone tanks, ‘Two prograns of cc- 
ononic reconstruction were =1lsu in clesh, ono (tho Socialist-Stalinist) that declarcd 
that the unions uust subordinste thonselves to the State which elonc should deal with 
the property of the community snd the other (the Anarcho-Syndicalist) that the unions 
should bocome a special privilceod froupdeecee 


The May Days wore an expression of the fact that the Qual power which has been 
ostablished in Catalonia and in Spcin efter the July 1936 days is creating an intoler- 
able situation, ccepable of solving nono of the burning problems that face Leftist 
Spain. Tho dilemma must bs resolved cither in one direction or another, Hither the 
Spanish ana Catalonian State is to be controlled by the regular government in favor of 
capitalist dovelopriont, or the workers will take over the full power and establish xm 
their own forns of fighting and of governing. Tho present confused situdtion_sicns 
directly from this ducl power. 


Let us oxeninc, for instance, the cconoric situation in the rear. The war has 

- brought with it a great disclestion of industry duc to war néeds and the blockalo m& 
arcund Spain by the Fascist, Domocratic and Soviet countries. The war has also brévebt 
with it the need for a great iitensification of labor and a foverntsh.spead ub Spain 
could not take a holiday evon on May First. On the other hand tho wages of tho workers 
are exceedingly low and the cost of living has rockcted, many itens of consunption 
being vory hard to get. fhe sovernnent nakes no real offort to curb Prearet ton or 
to ration out the foodstuffs on cn cquglitarian basis. There has becn no cloar do- 
Plaration that the factorics bolong to the workers. On the contrary, tho covernnent 
of Catalonia has rcfusod so to declare. In October, 1936, it soorced compensation Lor 
former propriotors ousted of their property; in February, 1937, it declared illegal 
the collectivization of dairics and in May it rejected the decision of the Council 
of Econony which reconmended that the collectivized firms be registered so as to pro- 
tect from suit the products that wero exported and were being claimed by former owners 
in the courts of England, France and Belviun,. 


Regarding the rumors which ero constantly circulated that Catalonia, under 
Anarchist influencc, sabotaics war production, Ministcr Mirayillcs assured ne that 
Catalonia had strained the cnorcics of its workers to the limit for tho wor, About 
xSaxeaA 125,000 men wore cneaged in war production night and day making use of the 
guall diversifiod industries located in Catalonia with remarkable ingonuity in ordor 
to turn out cartridges, cuns, sholis, torpodeos, aviation motors, powder, tanks, 
machine gunxy parts, trucks, otce Besides, Catalonia takes caro of about 350,000 
refugees from othor parts of Spain and furnishos immense supplies to the front. 
Catalonians are directly in chargo'of a front of almost 250 miles covered by 60,000 nc 
and have supplied 25,000 nore to Madrid. Tho two conscription nobilizations havo mot 


the Se a ore et eoemuah on aan rates ee wie Syadicalist iia ots in take ove} 
nolitical power, has brought on further conflict. The Syndicalists run cach indu 
separately without sufficiont regard for coordination and thus considerable chaos 
created, as for cxample in the textile industry in Catalonia, Under such circumst: 
no real planning no real contrelized control is possible, Tho forces in control of 
the State usc this devcot to try to take the factorics out of the hands of the unions 
and, with the slogans of municipalization and nationalization of industry, to put them — 
in the hends of the govornucnt. Tho workers, fccling the Statc not their own, resist — 
its oncroachicnts thus continuing the disorganized situation and virtéhally strongthen- © 
ing the forcss opposed to them. ng 
> 
The militery situstion prescnts a similar confusca aspect. By the time of the — 
May Deys the civil war had gone on for ten whole months with a cost of over a half 
niliion livos at the leest. Dcessite the most hcroic offorts of the workers,. tho 
People's Front Governnont had not stopped the monaco to Bilbao which was in deadly 
peril, nor had it been able to ranove the threat to Midrid. Molaga had fellon. What 
was worse, the Loyalists soemcd =bdsolutoly incapablo of taking the offensive alshough 
by now the Spanish poople know thet they had the stronger forec and had orgenizede a 
¥oal army, capnblo of ‘defeating ¥ranco. On the Arigon front, noarest to Cdtalonia and 
dortinatod by Anarcho-Syndicalist-POUM troops, u stalemate had developed because ali tho © 
supplics collected by the Minister of War had been shipped to other fronts where the ~ 
Communists and Sooialists oontrolled. At first the CNT-POUM had beon very willing %o0 
ship all arms to the most active front. But when the new Valencia government begsn to 
remove thc workers from posts of Icadership in the army and turn over the control tt 
the professional officcrs, former frionds of Franco, and to dissolve the wofkcrs cal~ 
mittces in the army and the navy, when the CNT-POUM saw their own police forces, the 
Patrol Controls, which had been ercatcd and logslized durihg the July Days dissoived 
and in their stead professional police, well armed end disciplined kept in the rear sy 
tho tens of thousands instecd of beim sent’ to the front, then the workers begar to 
believe that this slogan "All arms to ti front" was not very honostly moant and yefus- 
cd to disarm while other clencnts who the; considered thoir class cnemics wero arming. : 
in tho roar, é ' 
{ 


That this foar was not unrcal was demonstrated by thc May Days themsclvos. Hie) 
give a froc translation of the spain > «s given in the democratic paper La Depoche ge 
Toulouso(France): "The dissolution of the 'wild' groups is proceoding especially ay 
Terragona. This region fell into the hends of armed bands contro: Ling cannon, machine | 
guns, rifles and bombs. It found scrious rosistance at Tortosa and Gandesa aftor. | 
Valencia and Castillon foress arrived, ‘At Tarragona public forces got ono tank, 1,700 
rifles, some thousands of bomps. frch insurgents. The noxt day they wont after Rous ] 
and got cight tons of materials of wiich 6,000, bombs wore included. With these arms 
they arucd the carabinsors of the provinco’ of Terragont, tho Netionel Guard, the sviaq 
tion. forces and a cavalry reginent ot HKeus," (our italics) _ 
( 


Thus tho cxistcnec of tho dual powcr, on the one houd, thwarts the noed for con- 
tralization of the armed forees sinee the Syndicalists do not fight to control the 
State which alone can form « powerful cnough army to defcat Franco and guarantce the } 
victory of the Rovolution. On the other hand, the Sooialist-Stalinist-Republican , 
forces attempting to contralizce the ormy are not sympxathabic to the revolutionary : F 
victory of the workers. Tho Syndicalists want workers rule without dictatorship while 7 
the others want dictatorship without workers rule. Tho POUM is the only org ‘nigation | . 
in Spain which advocates the dictatorship of the proletariat and oan reach considgrablo | ; 
sootions of the population. itt Tey q 
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Catalonia re-organized with the exclusion of the POUM which 
ol ea noe Ministry of Justicc, 


6. 


1 twerroes gunaiod Somme ined tides 6lvod by the Catalonian Councillor of Supplies 
 yasaiaaeteaal of the POUM in Madrid permancutly suspended by Madrid Defence Ccommittca,. 


 Hobruary: POUM Madrid Radio seized and its scldier paper suspended, the printing press 
nfiscated. Valencia covernucnt orders its civil guards (carbincros) to quit cll 
_ poldtiens partics er trado unions, 


oroh: Velsneoia Bi ornate atterpts disarmament of workers and orders dissolution of 

the Patrol Controls and their entrance into special State force. Madrid Iberian Con~ 
munist Youth paper (POUM) Lc Antoreha, suppressed, on the ground that this youth or- 

genization "needs no pross." “the press of the CNT paper Del Nortc at Bilbao confis- 

cated by the Basque gevernucnt and handed over to the Basque Conmunist Party. 


April; Protracted gevernicnt crisis in Catalonia in which State partics refuso to 
@ive Anarcho-Syndicalist clcncnts proportionate representation. Nosotros({of Vaicnecia) 
CNT of Madrid, Castilla libre «11 Anarcho-Syndicelist papers suspended, Catalan 
perliancnt, although long considered dead, revived. \orkers Control over custoris 
office abolished by Taradellas, Three t:.ousend guerds mobilized around Figueras to 
disarm the population thore. Fighting also in Molins Llobregat and Puigocrda, 


Sinco the May Days the dictatorial attitude of the Velencia-Cctalonia regimes has 
becomc even more marked. I list some of the prevovcations starting from Mey 9th to 
the beginning of Juno, 


Mayx 9th: 5,000 Valencia and other guards enter Brreclona to police tho city. fhe 
Left Republican partics of Catalonia which heve alvcys poen for autoneny, sven the 
Estat Catalu which has favored independance, now wolconc the taking ovor of the intcr- 

nal ordcr by the "forcigners" fror Valencia. POUM nombers aro now narked for cxpulsion 
from the UGT. Police are in the CNT building. Heavy censorship now oxcrcisod over 
La Battalla, POUM papor, ond its redio broadcasts. 


May 14th: New order of Gdnerality calls on cll workers to give up «rms. 


May 15th: Valencia governnent falls on initiative cf Comunist Party whioh refusos 

to support Caballero on ground that he can not coordinate forces at the front nor keop 
erder in the rear. Govoernient reduced from 1&8 to 9 with the elimination of o11 trade 
union oe both U.G.T. and C.N.T. fron the governuent, Tho Left Socialist yields 
to the Rigitt Secinlist. No cloctions cre held, This is similar to the situation in 
Catalonia where the governuent was chenged from 11 to 4 membors. without clectious, 
(Before his fall Caballero himself had proposed a reduction in tho strongth of tho 
Syndicclist. elements and in the nunbor in the cabinet from 18 to 13). 


May 1gth: New governnent issucs its declaration of principles declaring thet it will 
proceaf to maintain tho firmist order in the roar, unify the army under the senoral 
staff and convene the disercditcd parlianent, now a small rump compcsed of dologates 
the gro: at najority of pe no longer represent tho new situation in the country since 
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It has been mentioned in the reports concerning the barricades of May 4rd to | * 

7th in Barcelona that this was a violent attemrt on the part of a minority to take r 


powcr, Acoording to my observations of the evscnts, the situation was quite the oppo~ 
site. The policy of thc POUM and the Anarcho-Syndicalists was excecdingly nodsrate. 4 
fet us take, for cxample, the actions of the POUM during those days, Monday to Friday. 


At first all it did was to call for the resignation of Rodriguez Salas. It is 
truc that on Tuesday it ceallcd for the creation of"comittees for the defence of tho 
revolution," but on Thursday it was alroady calling on theworkers to roturn to works 
At no timc did it issue the call for the resignation of the capitalist ministcrs ir 
the govornnent ( a slogan which Lenin used in similar ofircunstances in 1917) At no 
tine did it criticize the actisns of tha Anarcho-Syndicalists and their refusal t¢ 
lead the masses of workers in offensive action. The POUM did ‘not even call for tho 
dissolution and disarmament of the special state police and the reconstitution of tho 
authority of the workers patrol controls. One thousand POUM soldicrs that had marched 
from the front to Barcelona wore told to back to tac front, I+ is truo that the wrk- 
ers could not have held the powcr had they tried to take it in May, but no real offort 
was madc by tho POUM to capitalize on the spontancous general strike so as to precare 
for the scizure of powcr by the workers later on. 


Se Es Te 


Or let us tako the Anarcho-Syndicalists. It is clear thet they could have ‘akon 
the powor during the May Days. So great was the support given them by tho workert that 
the police and tho RiUC forccs were complately bcttlod up in small quarters and. ould 
not oven hold the center of tha citys However, the CNI-FAI made no effort to reiso | 
positive denands even to improve thcir positions They voluntarily relinquished the | 
telephone buildings Thoy refused to march on the ccntor cf the city keeping the workers 
in the suburbs. When, as was reportcd to mc by a high functionary, the goverment, | 
aftcr hearing tho cannon fired from Montjuic, tclcephoned to Garcia Oliver that it was | 
ready to yicld the powcr to the opposition, Oliver did not oven report that aattcr 
to his committee. Whon the Libertarian Youth demanded that some of the arns be turned 
over to then, the cldor Anarchist group refused their request on the ground that thoy . 
might push events too far, The CNT-FAI rejocted the ,demands of the POUM for oint 
Committees for the Defcneo of the Revolution and instead told the workers tc go back | 
to work and cnd the fight. All during the time that the governmont was firing on the 
CNT-FAI workers, CNT-PAI ministers remained in the Catalonian and Valencian governmentc — 
thus, theriselves, bceconing responsible fcr the provocative events! Whon §$bo workers 
refuscd to obcy even the CNT and kept up the barricades on Thursday, whew scotions of 
the Anarchists, under the inspiration of the Pricnds of Durruti oalled for a workers 
rule and the end of the cinitclist regime, the CNT answered by the cxpuision of tho i 
Fricnds of Durruti from their ranks and reinforced their appeals to give up the strug- ql 
Gle. Latcr on, when the Right Ying Socialist, Nogrin, took offioc under the ncW GovV—- — 
crnnent, the CNT exceutive wis to pass a notion declaring it would support that gov- 
ernncnt in its fight qgainst Fagcisn .and so legalized its own expulsion in theo cyos 
of the masses, (later the CNT changed its policios) 


The fact of the satteor is thero is no organisation as yet in Spain that can bo 8 ~— 
Sonpared with the old Russian Bolshevik Party under Lenin. In the May ovonts the 
9 


masses proved themselves far in advances of all of their organizations. This is one on.’ 

ef the grcatest lessons to be learned and onc of the most scrious signs of what the ta 

futura holdg in store. for Spain. ste neeee are 
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COLLECTIVIZATION IN CATALONIA 


A visit to the factories collecgiviged in Bareclona carrics ono back to the 
early days of the Russian Revolution, There is the same thrill of new things being 
born, of a socicty in travail reshaping itsclf before ono's very cycs, T hore is the 
samo enthusiasm of the workers who have now @aken the reins of dircction of production 
into their own hands. f#And yct the Spanish experiment is in some ways uniquc. I+% is 
an attonpt of the Spanish pcople to rooonstruct their economy while undor innodiato 
fire from Fascism. On the other hand while in Russia it was tho Marxian Connunists 
who wore at the holm of the revolution, in Spain it is thc Syndiocalists who are theo 
prependcrant force in atteupting to realize the workers’ drcans of a new social ordcr 
to replace capitalism. The goncric term collcctivization uscd in Spain is a nmisnoner, 
Sincc it has boen used also to deseribc the aspirations of a Fascist roginc taking over 
private industry on behalf of the State A more specific torm would be syndicaliza- 
tion, indicating the taking over and running of the industrial conterprises by the union 
or syndicate of workers. Sc far as the Anarocho-Syndtcalists are conocrned, syndicali- 
zation is as far fron Soviet collootivization on the ono hand as it is from Fascist 
collectivizaticn on the other, 


Collectivization in Catalonia started as the answer of the workcrs to tho Fascist 
revolt of July 1936. Having disarmed the 12,000 soldicrs of Franoo in the barracks 
of Barcclona, the worters found themsclves involved in a war situation throughout 
Spain so thet the most pressing task was to manufacture all the arms and supplics 
necded by the front as socn «s possiblc. Many of the industrial entcrprises had been 
closed by the flight of the crplcyers and administrators, othors by the propristors 
joining the ranks of Franco. In the crisis that followcd the rebollion it scemed as 
though the regulor State had becn honcycorbed with agents of reaction and was conpletcl 
paralyzed, 


ht thas juncturo the trade wions, which had been scveroly represscd in the days 
of reaction under Lerroux from 1934 to 1936, found thonselves with trencndous new for 
e¢s at their disposal. The unionized workers began to possess thenselves of the fao- 
torios and oporeto then, Wo can sey here that this step alone enabled the Spanish 
republic to survive and to supply its arny with the necossary materiel for the strugelc 
In October, 1936, the Governeent of Crtalonia, slowly reviving as a scparate institu- 
tion but now dominated by the workers! organizations, with the non-workingsciLonents 
in the State trying hard to ct back into favor with tho people again, legalized the 
de facto scizure of the shoj-s and factorics by its famous Deorce on Colloctivization,. 


This decree clossificd industrial cnterpriscs into two categoricss thosc whieh 
were to renain collectitizcd in which tho responsibility for the administration and 
dircotion of the works pertained to tho workers, represented by an Enterprise Conntt- 
tec; and those which wore to renain private concerns, the dircotion of which was to 
bo loft to the ownor or adninistrator opcrating under workers' control. All centorpri- 
s6s enploying over one hundred workers and ‘thoso whose ownsrs were Fascists were dol- 
loctivized as woll as certain cther plants of an exoopticnal character evon though hay: 
ing less than ono hundred worlcrse 


Tho new cnterpriscs were to take on all the assets and liabilitics of the o14. 
The former owners or dircetors wore to be placed in aduinistrative or toehnical posts 
whore their collaboration was needed. The dircetion would be under a Counoil of the 
Entorprisc elected by a Goneral Assembly of the workers and answerable for oll thcir 
acts both to the workers. of the plant and to a Genoral Council of the Industry. 


In Gach collcctivized enterprise there was ts be an inspector named by tho governriont 
in agreoment with thewerkers there. In the Council of the Enterprise the varicus 
ccntral trade union bodies (C.N.T. and U.G.T.) wore to be proportionally represented. 
T his Council was to name a dircctor for the plant. 
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to adninister the purchaso of raw materials, to oreate salos contors, to carry on ofa : 
credit operatichs, cto. Above the Gonorad Council of tho Industry wos the Econer a 

Council of Catalonia, ; paioant oor eae 
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The Decrees of October 24th 1930 also provided for. those. ontorprises still in pri- 
vate hands. Thore conmittces ef control wero to be forned by the workers onployces: od 
and technicians in oxnch Atego wed, These connittoes of control had the funotion of 
watching the esnditions of werk and of rigorously cheeking all inoome and cutgo. They 
were to work in close contact with the owners so that the processesof production wight 


be perfocted and a steady stream of goods insurcd, au 
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| 


On the questions of whether property takcn from foracr euployers was to be Oom- — 
pensated for or confiscated outright, or whether the logal title of the proporty adc- 
tually belonged to the workers, the decroo is not very clear. Thore is #® provision 
thet a earcful cocounting be mede of the business of caoh enterprise and that under 
sone circunstaness cortain terner owners might be paid back the value of the capital 
taken from then, 


To get the faots as to how the Spanish colloctivization is aotually working out, 

I spent ccusidorable tine intcorviewing the local officials of the chief trade union ~ 

groups in Bareclona, the Natiensl Confederation of [abor (CNT) and visiting the inpor- 

tent plonts of tho region. Since the transport union was one cf tho ost important, 

I conecntrated on an investigation of the fone under its jurisdiction, partiou- 
larly the tramways, the autobusses and the taxicabs, Evorywhere tho officials wore 
eager to give me all the data in the most helpful Seed to conduct me to the work- 

shops and to allow mo to spew to all tho mon I wished, 


My first visit was to tho tranway section of the transport industry of Bareslonc. 
Bofore July 1936 the wages for workers evoraged 260 poesctas por month, 270 pe for the 
skilled, the workers at the sano tino being arbitrarily divided into sixtecn difforcnt 
wego catcgorics. The pegota, it should be stated, is now stabilized at 12 to the ¢col- 
lar in Spain although in Franco one may get 40 to the dollar. Tachnicians got. 1000p. 
nonthly. The company itsslf was in the hands of first-class plundcrors. The two 
chicf hoads drow 1000 posctas 2 day for coach of the three divisions of tho conpany 
(subway, tramway, and outhbusses) aud besides drew 30% of all tho money taken in. 

Nine ucnhers of the Board cof Dircetors got 6000 pesetas a month fer attending ons 
necting. In 1939 the Bank of Cata Ey hile 4 bought over the tranwoy division from its fcr- 
ner Bolginn owners for 35,000,000 pesctas; in 1936 it was capitalized at 180,000,000 
pesotas. Now all this capital has deen scized, the exploictors have precipitously 
ay: the country and the workers cre in cornplete cantrol. The new concern still pays 

unicipal taxes. Under privete control the company used to pay only 700,000 pesctas 
re toxes, the collective has voluntarily raised its tax to 1,500,000. 


It was tho sano stery, by the way, with the subways of Bareslona, Before the 
verkers took them over the «annual deficit was 260,000 pesctas. Now, not only has the 
covieit becn rubbed out but 600,000 pesctas profit in ton uenths has becn recordcd, 
in spite of the fact that many more worknen are employcd and over 2 million peso tas 
have been spent for now cars in the abnormal conditions of wa& and revolution, 


Once tho union had taken over the works, it roised the pay of the workers to 
400 p a menth for tho unskilled, 450 for tho skilled and office workcrs. Technicians — 
wore Given S00 te 600p. and tho two cugineers were retained at 1,200p. Tho work wook — 
beeaie one of eight hours deily, six days a woek. Tho union had 3,600 members of 
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when the Gnterprise was ccapitalistically contrelled, In fact, the union 
30% nore inoonc out of the cnterprisc than in the old days, although tho 
mé cases have bocn reduced «nd free transportation is given to 80,000 


ve Mc, paleo: the workcrs, since thoy were working hardcr than beforc, just what did 
they consider tho bencfits of workers collectivization? The material bencfits thoy 
informed inc, were not vory great. Thoy obtained work clothes, one sumer and two 
wintcr uniforms ci.ch, worth 64p and 170p rospectivoly, as did the offieo workers as 

j well, They got two wecks vacation with pay and full salary when sick but on the whole 
: Sines the cost of living had gone so high, thcir material conditions were not bcttcr. 
But what was decisive to thon were tho moral questions involved. They wore now masters 
of their own destiny, thoy controlicd their cwn noans of production, thoy had « future 


ahead of then. This was the attainnent for which they wore ready to give their lives. 


The union men in Barcclona gleefully contrasted their union with that of the 
tramway nen in Madrid, controllcd by the Gcneral Labor Union (U.G.T.) of the Socialist- 
Stalinists. In Barcclona, they said, 211 the menvors of the regicenel and national 
committecs arc working ren who must be taken from thoir jobs to beeome officers. They 
draw the pay only of the average workor, as do the syndicalists who are ninistcrs of 
the government. The duos cf the newbcrs aro lipesetas a month, Tho Madrid union, 
on the othcr hand, they affirmed, has not called a single neeting from July 1936 to 
May, 1937. The burccucracy has been incrceascd and all the old officials of thc con- 
pany have boon kept on with tho old pay. The National Conmittoo of the U.G.T, has 
full power and works entircly from abcve, the cxccutive nominating the men for the 
chicf positions. Wowover, I got the distinct inpression that mattcors woro not so tuch 

different with the CNT in somc respects, since the officials adnitted that at the last 
CNT ccngress "clastic powcrs" hed been given to the National Executive, in case of 
"cnergencias." These powers the Naticnal Excfutive had actually cmployed to call off 
the last gencral strike of thc wcrkers xk on May 3rd to Mey 7th without the oonscnt of 
the iucn thensclvcs, 


The ‘situation in thc autobus divisicn of the transport workers was quito in line 
with that in the tramways. Before the July upheaval the wages had been 12% pesctas 
a day for the driver, 10} for the conductor, 8} for the apprentice in the plant and 
13% for the technician, now the pay was 15,14,134, and 15 respectively and thcy were 
paid fer scven days although they worked but six. 


In tho plant nenufacturing and reparing cutcbusses which used te employ 800 men 
but now euplcys 1400 in three shifts, I mingled anong the men to get their reactions 
directly. Thore was Juan Monez working at a machine who dcoclared that today he worked 
with nore pleasure and produced a little more than before. He had obtainod a 35% 
increase in wagos but the cost of living had gono up at leest 50%. The men had askad 
for a raise but tho union had refused. His fricnd, Foruendo Gorez ostinated thoy 
produced at least 15% noro than before end could have done much botter if they had had 
the supplies. Then I talked to a middle agcd Anarchist workor who had cvidently becn 
long in the novenent. "Tho wages are not cnough," wos his opinion. "We used to have 
the capitalist boss, now it is tho union." Ho scencd to think that the unions were 
taking the position that the exploiter used to occupy before. Many buroauerats were 
in the union, ho averred, who did nothing for the workers. Tho nen worked herder but 
the organization of the work is not so good because of tho poor direction, Here was 
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a autobus plant was remarkable in the ilprove: 
_werkers had made on their own initiative. Meny of the parts 
be imported, now they were all made on the place, including y vr 
6ngine of 90 horsepower. Considcrable new machinery elso hud been bought and scparate : 
6lectric motors placed on each machine. Two new busses were being built each week, — 
busses which were the result of collcetive suggestions of the nen, One 


, | r ; 
achinery worth 32 million »esetas for the waking of sparo parts alonsc, The result | 
of their efforts to obtain self-sufficisncy has been reiaarkable, much of the stuff ye 4 
being nade better and cheapor than thet »reviously imported. They showed me a crank 
caso that uscd to cost 600 ;csetas which now mwas 210 pesctas, Now motors wore placed — 
in cars in two hours whereas hitherto tho car used to be ticd up for a week. Several 
inportant inventions have beocn developed by the mon. For oxample, in cloaning cars — 

the plant uscd to cousune 200 litres of gasoline a day, now it uses less than 5 litres 
due tc a now cloaning invention put into operation. Prior to this invention it uscd — 
to take a Whole day to clcan a motor, now one-nélf hour was enough. Again, through 
another device, the tinc it teck to Libor up motors was rcduced from two days for cach 
motor to tue hours for tvolve sotors. None cf these inventors have been specially 
rewardcd nor did they expect ny rewards. They modcstly told me they did it for the 
"causc." x 


The story of the tuxincn ia an inspiring onc. MNoefore the July days tho men worked 
on a 25% connission bisis. Over two thousand six hundred and fifty cabs were put into 
the streets and conpetition wus fiercc, the average incenc being about 70 posctas per 
week for a twolvc hour shift cach day or ndght, Tue «aon were fired if they. did not 
bring in a certain incouc. Now only 700 taxis arc put into the ficld under a systen 
whercby no nan is discharged but cach works “about 24 hours a weck for 90 pcesctas, soan 
to be raised to 100 pesctas., The union, to rect the rising cost of living, is also* 
initiating a system of purchasing food for its mcrbers and selling it at oost (the 
Gcononato systen), 


Tho taxi union is one of the riost militant in Barecclona. Before the July Days 
it had to go underground and its moubersiiip fell drastically. Now it bas-1%,000 Grit 
bers in Catalonia, 4,300 of thom in Barcclona. When, during the July revolt, for 6 or 
7 wooks no taxis ran in the city in order to paralyze the activities of tho Loacl ste 
the trade union decided to pay the nen the weges lost, amounting to 6 million pesctas, 
This rioncy wag taken from the troasury of tho Generality. Widows of workors who have 
becn killed received 80 pesstas a wock for tine rest cf their lives } 


Collcectivigation in Catalonia has ercated certain contradictions which nust be 
solved if the revolution is not to be wrecked by this cxporincnt. In the first place 
the Syndicalists du not conecive of this collectivization, in opposition to dancers An 
Leftist Spain who tolerats it for the time boing, as sone transition point necessitate 
both by the flight of ths crpleyers and tho duty of spurring war production. Since ti 
progran of the Syndieilists is hostile to all States even to a Workers State, taey ieee 
opposed to all Stato ownership and operation of industries on the one hand and a6 Che 
workors taking over the Stato on the other. The workors must take over the industrics 
directly through thoir own unions. ¥ ‘ 


But since it is the Statc that conducts the war against Fascism nd must look = = 
efter a nultitude of cconomic dutios connected with that struggle, the Syndicalists a: 
forced to support the State while making no efforts to tako it over. Thus, a3 wo hav. — 


seen, the tranway union has voluntarily doubled its texes and turncd over 1,500, 000 te 
pesctas annually to clenonts in tho governnent of Barcelona who can use bamietee 0 
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the equipment of the very guards whe nay be called on to take the factcrics away from 
the workers, as thoy took the Telephonc Central on May 3rd, 


Since it is the State that-alons can carry on the most conecntratad struggle 
against Fascism, the State cen then put in its clains for the coordination of industry 
not enly for the war but for the interests of socicty goncrally. And thug there has 
ariven « huge donand for the municipalization and nationalization of industry. This 
is a denand that the Syndicalists find themsclvos ovor hurdor pressed to rejoct sincc 
there is no question about the fact that theo indepcndont control of the industrics by 
the unions now divided into two opposing centers (CNT and UGT) has not led to the most 
cfficicnt coordination of forces or to any degrce of adcoquate national planning ata 
time when planned eccnony is vital fo the conduct of the war, This was dolefully i1- 
lustrated in the textile industry of Catalonia where the factory comittccs scandalous - 
ly competed with cach other in the open narkct to the great gloc of the speculators 
and used up the oxpital at hand without any regard to the purchase of raw matcrials for 
tho continuation of vroduction. 


The problem of nationalization versus syndicalization can alse be put as a problon 
of workcrs versus peasants. Spain is prodoninantly a pocsant country. The factorics 
ust consider the necds and the income and wulfaro of thc peasants as wcll as thoso 
of the workers. “It was for this rez~scn that, in 1921, Icnin fought the progran of 
the "Workers Oppositicn" that declarcd thet the unions and not the Sovicts in Russia 
Should run the factories. Hed the unicns opcrated the fuctorics thcre would have been 
great danger of an immcdictc rupture of the alliance betwoon thc workcrs and peagants 
ccnentcd in the Sovicts cnd of a loss cf power for the Sovicts., To this arguncrt 
Spanish Syndicalists «nswcor that giving power to the Scovicts in a poasant country like 
Russia has actually dsstroyed tac trade union uovencnt and has led to a burcauoratic 
system responsible for sc much of Russia's ills today. It is, indced, a nobt questi on 
whether the progran of tho"Workers Oppesition*would not bo corrcot in a more industrial 
Wostorn ccuntry and it is a furthor moot quo stion whother Spain docs not fit in gore 
with such Western countries whore the peasants follow the lead of the unions thah with 
a country such as Russia. 


Under collectivizetion as wraeticcd in Spain oech union cwns the capital in its 


particular industry. This mosns that tha bas#bors union is very poor ond the transport 


union very rich. Tho result hes been thet arch union folt it could disposo of ths 
funds in its hands in its own way. Thus sone unions could pay higher wagcs and give 
bottor bonefits than others. Between trrdes and betwoen workers in the samo 4rade 
there thus can oriso now rivalrics and diffcrcnces, 


The unions find it difficult to justify this disparity in wealth and thus in order 
to Gquclize the strength of tho various unions, tho CNT Congross only last March found- 
ed local, regional and national ccenomic comittccs which collcot all the cxecss pro-~ 
fits uado by cach collcctivized cnterprisc. Each union considers itsclf the owner 
of its particular industry but it can not do what it wants with its property but must 
submit the quostiogn to the genor:1 council of the unions. In a growing spirit of soli 
darity 211 the syndicates in Barcelona are contributing to a 5 million poscta fund 
for holping agrarian collectives. The transport wnion has the duty of looking efter 
the unemployed dockers thrown out of work by tho Fascist-Dorocratic-Sovict blockade 
cround Spain. These dsckors arc drawing full pay while uncmployed end in return aro 
used by the othcr sections of the transport union wheorever nocdod. 


Only now are the unions boginning to telk of a basic nininum fanily wage, a wage 
which «11 workers arc to get on tho basis of the nocds of their fanily regordlicss of 
what kind of work they do. But this in turn implica a new thoory that tho unions must 
pool all resources and that each union works for c1l1 the pcople and not for its self, 
But if tho union works fer the whole nation, it is hard for it to dony this nation 
& voice in its management for the wolfare of all. 
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speculation prevalent in the citics. 
effccted has beon morc than ecuntcracted by the great riso in »p 
all the vaunted workers control and collectivization the standard of 


a 
actually no bettor if not considerably worse than before, Prices of wheat has fos | 


from £6p, Junc, 1936, for a sack of 60 kilos to 108 p.3 flour (160 kilos) fron 44 p. 


ral 

to 126 p., ete, So long as syndicalizetion makes no effort to control thc State it 
con not control forcign and dencstic prices nor cradicatc speculation, = = 
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Tae unions tuke care of their cwn nembers but are slow to understand the necds of the 
youth coming of working age who nust find 2 oreative place in socicty. Now this 
youth is at the frent but this is no poeruanent solution of tho problon. 


Viewpoints diffor amcng the leading political bodies on the quostion of syndical- 
ization. The Anarcho-Syndicalists belisve that the-unicns must own as well as posseas 
tie onterpriges ond thet no State is nocossary for general control. Thonthere is tha 
position of the Sccialists ond Stalinists who advocate the nunicipalization or nation- 
alization of all. industrics cven though the State is as yoat not a Workers State build- 
ing socialisn. Connected with this viewpoint is that of the bourkesis Republican 
partics, the Izquagrda end Esaucrra end others who believe that ccllectivization was 
necessery as a tonporary ucesuro but that Spain must return to a modernizod form of 
Capitalism ond that nunicipelizition or nationalizetion as a form of Stato capitalisn 
is proper é@ a transiticn point to turning back the factories whore possible to their 
frbvotc ownors, Finally, there is the positicn of the POUM that there should be forne 
c workers and peasants governnent as in Russia which through revolutionary "juntag” 
(Sovicts( should take over all industrics undcr the loadership of the workers. Ag 4 
transition to this stcp tho POUM has olled for a Trade Union Governnent in Spain and 
in Catalonia. Certainly if the unions took ovcr the State thon tho diffarcuse betwee 
syndicalization and sovictization would be greatly reducod, This would be a forn of 
governnent never tricd hitherto and which the raddeal minded workere of the Wostcrn 
world would watch with great intorcst. 


Hk He sok A 
THE HUESCA JRONT IN ARAGON 


The Aragon Front is the uystery front in Spein. Stretohing for about two hupdror 
ond fifty wiles fron the Pyronces to the Terucl rogion, covering tho cities ef Busse 
and Zaragossa, and guarding Catalonia and Valencia, the most industrialized arGas, 
it hos, ncvortholess, hardly boon hoard fron in the militery-annals of the prescnt 
civil war. All the othor fronts, Bilbao, in tho North-west, Madrid in the center, 
and Malaga in the South-East, havo beon cxcecdingly active st one tine or ancther. 

Up to very recently only Aragon was silont. It was the ghost front cf tho war. 


Alnost the entire Aragon frent is hold by Catclonians, the majority of whon 
are undor the influence cf the Anarchists, Syndicalists, and Workors Party of Marxist 
Unification (POUM). Of the scven divisions, thres aro Anorcho-Syndicalist (Durutti, 
Black cnd Red, and Ascaso), one is tho "Jenin" division of the POUM, while tho three 
others cro controlled by tho Unificd Socialist Party of Cetalonia (FSUC), the Catalan 
republicans (Esquerra) and the regular arny. 


Naturally, tho passivity of tho Aragon Front has given riso to disquieting runoz 
fron all sidos. It is clained that Catalonia is sabotaging tho war and, giving way 
to hor old weaknoss for autonomy, is interested only in her own indcpondenee, It is 
furthor clainod that the Anarcho-Syndicalists bolicve the Valencia regino is just a5 
bed as the fascist and mre retaining all arms in the rear anong tho proletcrians in 
the f aotorios, while their soldiers are quita sontcnt to nointain tho status quo ct 
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the front. Finally, it is charged that the POUM fcreos aro agents of the fasciasta and 
have nade a deal with then for mutual toleranco 


On the other side it is mmintaincd that tho Pcoplo's Front Govornnent of Valoncia 
is not intorestod in furnishing arms to tho revolutionary scetions of the trcops but 
prefers to divert all military oquipment to the soctars controlled by those partics 
fovoring capitalist demooraecy, They point out that a real drive in the Aragon rogion 
would smash tho fascists in two and sottle tho war at once, Sinooe this drive has not 
boon made. they insinukato that tho bourgeois republican sostion of the Pcoplo's Front 
with its officer caste, doos not want to defcat Franco too badly, perhaps this would 
mean the 6linination of an obstacle to the workers! taking power oomplotoly, 


I docided to investigate on the spot. to go into the frent linc tronchos, to speck 
with the soldicrs in the dug-outs and the generals at hoadquartors, Tho plafc to go 
obviously, was that sector of the front vovcred by the POUM ond the Syndicalists who 
were facing the city of Huesca and whose military conter was at the village of Sictano, 
Boforc going to Aragen, however, I resolved to track down the clain that Catalonia 
was sabotaging the war, Thcoro had just appoared in the Baroolona press a specoh by 
Prenicr Caballaro praising the Catalonians for having boen the first to drive out 
Fascism from their territcry and halling tho large support that Catalonian facturics 
were giving the war, With this report in hand I put the question squarely to Comis- 
sioner Miravilles, hoad of the publicity burcau of tho Gncrality. Miravilles, hinsolf 
a& menber cf the Esquerra, prococded to show uc in great detail the falsity of the runor 
spread about his country. 


With a total population of less than three nillion, Catalonia had fufnished oyer 
85,000 soldicrs for the front. Of the approxinatcly 400,000 soldiers on tho four prin- 
cipal battle areas in Spain, close to 60,000 were in Aragon. The déhors wore spread, 
150,000 in the Biseay region, 150,000 sround Madrid, and 50.000 near Malaga, In Cata- 
lonia ovary able-bodied man available was boing called to the colors or held in readi- 
néss, and already 40,000 more recruits had enthusiastically answered the conscription 
call and had been trained for scrvice. Bosides that, close to 125,000 nen wore work- 
ing directly at war production. In addition, Cfitalonia was taking oare of 350,000 
rofugees ond takéng caro of them better than France had done during tho World Ways 
espocially in the case of the children who wore being woll fed and odnentod ig sho 
Spirit of thc republic. 


At tho outbreak of hostilitios, Catalonia had had no industrios that could be 
used immediately for war purposos. S he had no netal works of importanos, no furnaccs 
nor forges, no largo plants cxocpt the Hispano-Suiza motor conocrns But, with tho. 
grcatest ingenuity, the whole cconony was boing rapidly romodolad. Firns that used to 
produco rouge and lip sticks wore now turning out cartridges. Every small plant 
available was being utilized for naking powder, sholls, bombs, parts of machine guns, 
cto. Now cvon sore tanks wore boing produced and sone aviation notors, 


To these facts, Miravilles added somo historical data to prove that Catalonia 
could not have boon guilty of sabotage of any war against nonarchical reaction. He 
pointed out that cver sincc the days of the Inquisition, Catalonia had beon tho nost 
rebellious provines in Spain. In 1812, it was a Catalan who was at the hoad of the 
Gortos of Cadiz. In 1873, of the four prosidcnts who lod tle ropublic of fourtocn 
nonths, two Figueras qnd@ Salnmeron, wore Catalan, and the other two, Pi y Margall and 
Castelar, found Catalonia a pillar of support. It was a Catalonian and Spanish parli 
henteary assorbly that had nct socretly to domand a constitution in 1917. CataLonion 
capitalists traditionally hed fought tho obstructive policies of the nonarohy, *ini- 
larly it was the Catalonian proletariat. that had always beon in the lead in tho genor 
strikes that had shattcred the old regine.s. 


In tho prosont rebollion, Catalan workers had boen tho first to disrrm tho 12,00¢ 
soldiory mx adhcring to Fascisn, ontrenched in strong fortifications in Baroolona, an! 
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veon the earlicst to ruta ee their militia wd 
the latter undcr Maurin, and had sent their best f 


n tho struggle, The victory of the workers in Barcelon: 


the ore of Spain to resist the surprise attack of Fascism and had boon onc of ole 

main factors in gaining for all Spain the necessary tine’ a Givo battle to the fo ave 

of the old regine. ub<s * of dead dione a 
ubsien neg: 


It wes for this’ reason, because the Anarcho-Syndicalists and the POUM hed Deon 
sné chicf factors in the ficld that they had been included in the first governnent 
foried oftcr the July upheaval, At that tine neithor the Socialists nor the official 
Communists were very strong in Catalonia. They were to increase their strength only © 
later whew the situation becans bore stable and wicn Russic had added hor night to the ; 
side of the Loyalists, sas 


Iwas soon to sco at first hand what the POUM and Anarcho-~Syndicalist troops had 
bec uble to acconplish in the early days when each division acted for itsclf and was 
furnished with supplics by tho activity of its own organization. Tho village of Sicta- 
mo itself, which was now tho headquaxrters of the POUM "Lenin Division", was mute wit- 
ness to their valor. The village looked for all the world like « Hollywoed stage drop 
of sonc war-torn hanlot, Huge holes gaped at the spectator fron cvcry house that was 
Still able to stand on its own four walls. Theso holes had boon mado not by the Fas- 
cists but by the artillery of the Leftists which had driven the eneny out of their 
strongholds. The soldicrs rocounted to ne how their opponents, in rage at being forced 
to rotiroe from Sictano, had bound cizht workmen togethcr and run over thon with their 
tanks, leaving their mangled bodics te be buricd by the Loyalists. Now Sictamo was 
well in the rear of the front lines which had been pushed up close to tho vory walls 
of the city of Hucsca, 


I went with a military guide up to Mount Aragon, ‘the highest eminence in the 
region from which one can get an uninterrupted view of close to thirty miles, It 
was a bright May day and in the limpid air the poppies showed startlingly red among 
the sedge-like grasses and thistles of the rather barren region. ‘to our right were 
the purple Pyrenees. The blue river wound below, and between us and the silhous tte 
of the Huesea cathedral in the distance, occasional white puffs of smoke markod tho 
dull boom of cannon. The ridc had beon a hurried one, scurrying behind the rough 
fonec of saplings that had been set up to shicld from enemy fire she cars going up the 
mountain. 


Mount Aragon riscs stcoply out of the countryside overlooking a terrain gullicd 
by crosién resémbling somdé of the lands in Nevada or Arizona. For oanturics the ancicn’ 
fort built in the timc of the Romans had boon used by the lords of the region watching 
over their tcrritory. At first I supposed the ruins of tho fort to be duo to tho shol- 
ling of the Lyalists when the position had been held by the Fascists, But my guide 
asked me to look on top of the ruins and to note tho plants that were growing there, 
He then oxplaincd that the walls wero five feot thick and so strongly comentod togeth- 
er by the action of time that the shells had morely bounced off the hard rock damaging 
it but slightly. Mount Aragon, in fact, had boen considered almost impregnable, 


And yot the fortress had boon taken by the joint action of tho Lenin-Durrutd 
divisions. With burning ganthusiasm the soldiers had scaled tho impossible walls and 
drivon out the threo hundred Fascist devenders behind whom were many thousands of ~ 
other soldicrs in support. In tho operations around Mount Aragon, the workers! mili-- 
tia had lost about two thousand mon. And, later, when Franco had reocived holp from 
Italian and Gcfaan aviators and the trenches had beon severoly Bombed, avor six hundred | 
casualtios wore recorded in one hour and a half, All in all, tho Lonin Division mm 
of tho POUM alone had suffored over throc thousand mon lost. 


Fron there we wont to the front line trenchos around Huosoa, tho posts closost 
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to mo dint’ after the Madrid Veloneia 
an eematr rons in its hands, the mon had only 20 cart~ 
to several months ugo. Many of these cartridges worc "rcfills" so & 
Sr wont to ‘be cone swollen and jum in the brecoh, rendcring: any cffoctive 
“impossible. Since no bayonots had been issucd until MCL Y eal, LLG. Uns CHO) ¢. 
anand to hand chirges to drive the cnemy out of their positions worc not to 
ee Headquarters ostinated they had no more than 3% of the material they 
noedcde Ai 


Bpeeenaces to the Ieyalists the Fascists had placed around Hucsca scic 40,000 train- 
aa supplicd with at least 6 battcrics of 100-105um, How effective their fire 
some scG in whet renainod of tho little hamlet of Tierz which had just becn 
“vonberd: Gd. The Loyalists, however, had been instructed not to firo their largest can- 
non beceusc they wight denaga the "famous Cathcdral in Huesca® which, as a metter of 
fact, was now uscd fur military purposes by the Fascists. For similar dclicate scrup- 
lca, ‘when « fey Girplanes were loaned to the Aragon Front, they, too, were instructcd 
not to bomb the Cathedral which was a "work of crt." 


Coneurr ntly with’ these orders from the gcnorcl commend not to fire their. cannon 

Gunc porivdic orders of ro-urganizetion which strongly tcnded to dcemoralize the forocs 
of the iicftists. At first the instruction had becn to forn reginents and brigades, 
then tiic order canc te fern divisions without the brigadcs. Then now changes took 
pleécc. In each ease a complete sverheuling of the arny division of labor was neccessary 
In the beginning the various political groups had sclectcd thcir own comaanders to head 
their columns which they theusclves had recruitcd. Now the divisions werc no longer 
part of a loose revolutionary workers! militas they had beconc inoadrated into tho © 
Topulear arny ond had. to%wait for the ¢encral: conmand to’ ict. But. the general conmand 
cfuscd to act. And — after wonth had gone by with a steadily growing dcnoraliza- 
tion tcking place anong the soldicrs, 


It was not tiiat the will to fight was lacking on thepert of the soldicrs in tho 
trenches, the men all earnestly informed ne. It scons that thcy had repectcdly dcmanc— 
Gd thet the perpotual ro-orjanizations ba stopped, that adequate arms and cquipnent be 
Sont them and thet a gengral advance be ordered. By now the Spanish Icftist arny was 
Conpesed of men who had beconc scasoncd under fire 2nd wore quite cqual to the profes- 
Sional troops cf the enemy. The awiorical streugth was about two to one in favor of 
the Ieftists. The Fascists had oniy cnough powor to strike at one point at a tine, 
While Bilbao wes boing attacked that wos the time for = general advance throughout 
Aragon that would have broken the cnony. The soldioms asked 1c to look at the nap to 
sec hew liuesca was alnost entirely surrounded and could be fonpletely cut off with but 
& ooiupors atively Slight effort. And the sane situation prevailed oround Zarazgossa.e 


ali this arsuncnt hed been in vain. Instead, the scldiers had to heer the insis- 
tent. propegenda that they, who hed becn anong the very first to enter into the conbat, 
did not went te fight and vere sabotaging the struggle. There had been onc tine when 
the Loyelist troops had tekcn some of the cneny's tronches but had been so unsurpporto: 
by artillery thet thoy had hed to yield the ground again to their opponents. This 
failure hed boon playcd up in the rear to show the inespacity of the Anarcho-Syndical- 
istz and POUM soldiers in the fight. 


fs a finnl act, the gcneor2l command had sent them General Pozas to rc-organize the 
once again. Gencral Pozas hed been 2 notber of the extrenc Right political Paotions 
befere the July days. Of all the goncrals still availablo to the Valencia Governnent, 
there was none farthor removed fron the ideals of the proletariat. Hore was the nan 
the Socialist War Ministcr had sont to displacc thc command of tho Anarchist snd FOUM 


ploedet a: who had taken the strongest positions when thoy had been only locac militicnen 
pees 
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The result of all this was a situation thot would have ateneyod: the Sa enous Rade, 


cnomy of Fascism. When our party first cntcred the trenches, tic Pascists must — gi | 
been «bie to see us for at onec, fron their lines, some 150-300 yards away : the | lots 


cane vhinins over, lashing like whips at tha sand bags in front of us. But after the | 
first flurry had pessed, hours went by without « single shot boing firod on either We. 
side. Fascist soldiscrs could shout through loud spenkers that soon, ‘in twenty da nya" 

an arvisticc would be declared and cll would be shaking hands os brothers, In the ~ 
course of the wer, the POUM-Syndcicclist troops iad been able to win over about ono 
thous.nd descrtc#s from the cnerny ranks, but of alte these conversions had stopped, — 
The lick of strugsle made the armistice trlk aliaost plausible. a ; 


Behind the trenches, only « few hundred yards away, life was going on as narmaally © 
as though nothing in the world vas takéhg placc. Mon and woncn wore swinning in tho — | 
river, farners were busy with tieir ploughing and planting. And even in the trenenes — 
phonopranvis were playing «nd men were dancing one with the other. Sone went about | 
in shorts as though they were in sone vacktionist camp. Only the vicious srack of 
some sherpshooter's bullet fron tine to tire reminded one that it was war, 


¥rom the tine of the May Day's barricade fighting in Barcelona, especially, the. ~ 
non in the trenches had continued their vigil with ono car cocked to hear the sounds 
coming from the resr. It was plain their nind was on the struggle samt thet was being 
waced in tho strocts of the city. hen they first heard of the May 3rd cvonts, the 
mon were rostraincd with great difficuity fro: returning at once "to clean out the 
capitalist counter-rovolutione® As it was, half of them prepared to leavo and 1,000 ~- 
POUM cn did stort to ricrch backe Halfway on the road to Bareclona they wore stopped | 
by egunts of the Velencic Govsrment who informed then, if they would return to the | 
trenches, Volencia would sci no soldiors into Barcclona. Tho ricn ccllod POUM head- 
Quertcrs which told them to co back and they did. The next day 5,000 Valencia Guards 
cntered the capital of Catclonix.. | 


Yhen I sew ther:, the men in the trenches in front of Huesca had no heart to fight — 
under > commend which they did act trust, mede up of officers. trained in the sane ) 
school as Franco, officcrs intcrested in buildius up « new arny soparate from the 
people so that new earcers could be redo for thensclves and their children on behalf 
of - onpitclist systcn which the workers dcetestcd. In the old days of tho workers! 
militia, officcrs and mon hed come from ono proletarian class, took the sane pay, Wor 
the sane insignia hed conmon revolutioncry idccls. Now all this was chenpcd, 


The POUM and Anercho-Synd@icalist organizations had done considerable political 
eduectional work at the front. T housends of newspapers cana fron Barcelona daily, 
the POUM also putting out its own daily in Sictasio, Bl Combatiente Rojo, The Red Sol- 
dior, covering all events carofully. Every soldicr belicved he knew the plans of the — 
People's Prout Governncnt of Spain to dissolve tlic special workers divisions and fuse 
then with others into one general arny headed by officcrs no longer under workers’ col 
trol. The former revolutionary divisions would be displaced by othors who wero not 

concerned with their ideals of naking tie wer subordinate-to aad intertwinec with the 
victory of Sociclisn. Soon the 40,000 new recruits that tho Gencrality of Cotalonia 
had trainead, would be placed on the Aragon Front, the old POUM cnd Anarcho-Syndicali: 
sonnanders disnissed ond their forces cithor dissolved or brokon up and sent to othci 
perts to be fused with PSUC or republican b..ttalions. 7 o)9 


; nimaist leaders” 38 how to ‘ulld up & . rovolutionary, a 
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‘J POUM, none of Rite proletc ep 08 expat cations had scriously 
Bin heehee" o? Marker -bfricéve’ approaching a professional standing. Now 

ller enny was being cvolved, the class conscious workers folt thcy wore 

eg fee areal m systen ginilar to what they had overthrown and cgainst which 


Niece wt is that «<t the front, os well as in the rear, now struggles are brew- 
as the question onco more becomes ecute whether Spcin is to stop halfway ct o nore 
cal revolution or to enter the path of a thorough-going secial revolution, 


(gddtoriel Ketage? Héodnt newspaper accounts spexk of a Loyalist drive now teking place 


on the Aregon Front ncar Zxregossa. What this menns is that the Valencia trencherous 
officer staff heving waited until Bilbao fcoll end the Fascists could send troops to 


Ave Aragon Front in great numbers, having waitcd until their lincs wore almost crackad 


by the Fascist cdvence neir Teruel, heaving finally driven the POUM underground and 
- thppoughly dénorslized the soldisrs «t tne front and now unabic to withstand the per- 


sistent denend of the Catclonian population for vigorous ction, since it is clear 

thet Franco cfter dealing with the pralot-rien soctions of Bisccy and Asturias neans 

to motl with the proleotrian resions of Cxtclonia in the sanc fashion, have at Inmet 
last becn compelled to give the ets to advonece. This they do very reluctantly, with 
the scerct intontion of wiping out *s meny revolutionary solidcrs of the werking class 
as possible. We predict imiense ensaal tics on the Aragon front end tho collapse of 

the een offcnsive dcspite the heroism of the workcr dcfcnders. This nay, in 
twen bring csbout new cxplosixions in Bercelons and © real atteupt to. form a proletsriar 


trade union regins, ) 


Sea oe dekeok 
OUTCASTS SPAIN 


Any onc cntering or le-ving Spain today cannot but be impressed with tho Lime nse 
isolation of the Spanish pcople. Tho Pyrenccs sccm almost to constitute a natural 
cordon scnitsire shutting off thcir struglc from the overyday life which people clsc- 
where are leading. While in Spoin,one is carried avey on the current of the social 
uphecvals. Evorywherc there is the focling of living drancatic noncnts in history. 


‘Thore is strugsle and secrificc, und&licvable heroism id constructive effort as well 


as dcevagtetion snd horror. But once over the Pyrenecs, beck in Paris or Brussels or 
London, indiffcrence to the Spanish strugcle surrounds one on all sides. The average 
Frenchman 4s all agog over the International Peris Exposition, but the battles going 
on just to the South of hin which ney vitally effcct the history of his own country, 
do not movo hin. And inevitebly the sccnos just witnessed in Spein,- the ragged nen 
and sonen, the greet shell holos left by the boiberdncnt ond the bloody reunents of th 
victins, the banners of working class organizations cverywheroe, the collectivizcd fac- 
torics and the soldicrs in the trenches - all this great drane of life recodes into 

an unreality from which it is difficult to recall it. Ono lcaves Spein deterrined to 
shout loudly and evorywherc tho tcrrible nocd of the Spanish pooplc, But clsewhere in 
Eur ope one must hunt for an ccho to one's own voice, ‘Tho fact is the Pcople! s Front 
end Liberal coalition governnents thet exist in Bestcrn Europo havo conccntrated thoir 
efforts to channclize public opinion on strictly national probloms. 


It right bo supposed that the People's Front administration of France would oxten 
help to the Spnnish Loyalists apparcntly so close to French conceptions of domacrefy. 


ics rt of the Lox 
is atago,. “6 one of 
tors of & caterer ame pe ie is tn eee coon Ail EEE gO sides on an. equal foo 
ing. Tho effeot of this agreencnt has boon considera woly to further General 
fight to obtain recognition fron world Bese: as the representative of a regular 


crniente | phate 


La, . «rae oa G 


French neutrality hos not nerely closed down vig gorously and tightly on all. Luns 
teers into Leftist.Spain, elthough the overhlélming and decisive nunber of volunteers — 
would havc come from the working class snd peasantry of Franoe to hchp the cause of 
Spanish denoorcey, More thin that, wider cover of the international blockade, tho 
Froneh goverment is actually bending far over in tho othor dircotion to help the | Fae~y 
cist sidc. ‘We cite soric oxanples given to us in Spain. In April, whon thirty six 
Gernén planes flew fron Hsnover over French torritory to # roach Burgos thozu wos No- 
protest fron Franca, When, however, thrcoo Spanish governnent planes were blowr by 
storms over the Froneh bordcr, their planes were confiscated and tho avictore diupris- | 
oned, This action nust bc contrasted with what happened several months ago when Ttal- 
ian military planes were forecc to come down in Fronch North African territory and wer 
relesscd with full arms. snd when the Junker plane nakde a forced landing in Madrid, 
the Frenen governnent put ,ressuro on the Spanish for the release of the plano so that 
it could »rocced to its dou tine tion in Franco's territory. 


There is no question cs to tho attitude of the officers of the French Novy, many 
of whom arc menbers of the Action Praneaisc, a Irench Fascistic organization. Nor is 
there much bicuity in the «ctivity of the Preuch diplomatic service when the Fronah 
Alibassador, since the siege of Mdrid, has secon fit to instal himself not at Madrid 
or Valonci:: but on the Wester border of France close to Fascist Spain, At ono tine 
the papers of practicclly ell the groups in Spin (for exanple, La Vanguardia, tho 
Barcelona Generality n ema Colidaridad Obrera, Syndicalist organ, Pix Greuhies, sper 
lican mouthpicce, cnd Bs apna Cyvinlista, 8 Socialist paper) published a scries of ox- 
posurcs proving that ths marie consuls “ Boarcclona and Alicante wore the open agent: 
of Franco and that the Frouch consulates were guilty of-selling passports wi tting 


Spanish reacticnaries into Franco, 


The officinls of the French governnent could hold up a Spenish ship ot Dakar, 
Aprice. Its officers hed wented to turn the ship over to the Fe .scists, but the ans 
had rutinied and imprisoned the officers’ and were goint 6é return the ship to the Spe 
ish governnent., Sinilar consideration cf FrancO prompted the French governnont to 
osk thet goneral's permission boforc evecunting - the children from Bilbao, Howcvor, 
when wencn and children were boing bored to death in the torrible massacre st the oO} 
town of Guernies, the Frendr spokesmen cctuclly wore open to the insinuxcafion that % 
town hia been bombed by the Loynlist forcas themselves, in spite of the Wworwhe Tae 
testinony convicting the cohorts of Franco for the critic. 

Prosunably, tne clocekixic docs not affect material such as food supplics {hat om 
hot be uscd for military purposes. Yot the French regis prevented tho departure of 
the ship, Le Sorasto:¢ from Bordcaux with food for Bilbao. And although tho Spanish 
covernrent hed Shipped several hundred million dollars woSth of gold to be storcd in 
Franco, this noncy, cvidently, could not buy food for Catalonia, For I was able %o 
sce, wliile in Barcelona, the bread lines, the wilk lines, the tobacco lines, the pooy 
quality ond meager quantit, of all food, the lack of soap, olive oi1, chsrcocl, adg~ 
quate medical supplics, cto, obs 

I quote here a comparative table of prices of sone articlos of nocossity publia, 
in Solidaridi Obrera on Friday, May 21stz. (since then officicl publications have oly 
other lists just as startling): . 
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Bereta, LOSI - Class Strugele Pogs 23 82 O15 ii 
item June 1936 May 1937 

Outside wheat, sack of 60 kilos 26 pose tas 106 péesetas 

Outside No.4 flour, sack of 60 kilos 44 pi 126° pe 

Corn, sack of 100 kilos SO pe 130 pe 

Barley fhour, sack of 100 kilos DONS 135 pe 

Red beet pulp, 1,000 kilograns 300 p. 700 p. 


These itens are representative of the genoral rise in eg those given being 
really an underestimation of the actual market conditions. So groat was tho noed for 
food, that on April 14th scrious food riots broke out in Baroclona. fron carly morn- 
ing until late at night in tho market districts and in front of the Generality office 
impressive demonstrations aguinst the incrose of food priccs were stagod. In sono 
places the morchant's stocks worc overturned and destroycd in tho courso of tho fight- 
ing that cnsued, There is no question, too, that the lack of food contributcd nightily 
to the fall of Bilbao, 


The attitude of France and England, however surprising at first sight, is, aftor 
all, easily explaincd in regard to the now Spanish Republic. To begin with, the chicf 
capital investments of these countrics in Sriin were mado in the da ws of tho old regime 
French ond British capitclists wre not so sure now that thoRepublio will treat thon as 
handsomely as did Alphonso. The modsrnization of Sapin undor the Republic will mean 
the riso of a native capitalist class of far greater powor than hitherto, a class that 
Will strive to liberate itsclf from the scui-inporialist bandago that British capital, 
above all, has bocn 2ble to impose upon Spain. A modern capitalist Spain may moan the 
fortification of the son co.Lt opposite Gibrulter and the consoqucat ond of British 
domination of the Struights thore, a vital link in Britain's inmpcrialist policy. Bri- 
tain can always look at Moxico for an Gxenple of how Spanish-specking capitalism can 
modernize itself. 


But what woight even more heavily upon the minds of the politicians controlling 
affairs in Western Burope is the fact that by no moans is thero any guarantoe that the 
Spanish Revolution will "stay put" at the present level. There is tho constant foor 
that the Valencia governnent will not be able to deal with tho revolutionary workcrs, 
who, under tho losdership of the Anarcho-Syndicalists and the Workcrs Party of Marxist 
Unification (the POUM) may try to take the power and sct up a workers rulo oconfisoa- 
ting all capital investment in Spcin. If the Valcnoia regine really forus a dopendablo 
arny of ifs own headed by "responsible" officcrs, if it disarnms the workers end drives 
then out of the factorics they have tcken over, the attitude of France and England 
will change considerably. 


The role of the Sovict Union in Spanish affairs has becn cqually decisive with 
that of the deiiocratic countries of Yestcrn Europe. Although not actively on watch 
in the Mediterranean, Russian is also part of the blocktdc, Before the blockade, Russi 
sent aros and cquipment to Spain and Russian tanks, Russian atrplanes cand Russian avic- 
tors did nuch to stavo off the advance of Franco in the beginning. But none of this 
stuff was donated by the Russians. Z was assurod by officials high in the Sponish 
governncnt, who, of coursc, did not want to be quoted, that thoy had paid in gold the 
full pries of everything scut and furthoriore, that sorc of the oquiprent had beon 
stuff of inferior quality which thc Russicns had evidently wanted to got rid of. 


While I was in Barcelona a huge cecnpaigzn was boing launched by the Genereality of 
Catalonia to raise monoy to pay for tho Russian ship, Komsonol, that had boon sunk bt 
while delivering supplics to Spain. In tho hoart of tho city, over tho broad avenue 
eof Las Ramblas and facing Plhza Catalunya was an cnprious bannor colling on the people 
of Spein to give money for this purposo. Committees were sproad all ovor tho city 
asking the poorest worker to contribute his sharo. And this at a tino when tho peopl« 
Sculd scarcely obtain bread and milk cud wore in dire need, cnbattled on all sidos by 
Fascist forces that had launched their bonbs on that very city. 


sSion that the Russian rogince was the true friend of populer Spain 
Ey Baroclona, I saw nisere ‘bly poor Spaniards whoso wage of ten to fitoon 
was bercly sufficicnt to kccp thom alive, cocreed to givo thoir money to ropa 
of the ship that rich Russin with its Five Yoar Plans which had supposedly built Soce 
iclism in one country all by itself had lost in seiuding supplios to cid tho Be ide Oe 
opein in fighting Russia's Fascist cicnmics, tobi Sloe, 


In return for cven this aid that Russia was giving, thc Spaniards had boen forced 
to make concessions ii policy to Stclinist ideas, Thanks to Russian aid, tho Connunist — 
Perty of Spain had grewn fron « tiny soct 9 a eDent party of ovor 300,000 nerbors with 
decisive influence in the governuont. It was Russian influenoo that kopt Spain in the 4 
League of Nations and allied to France and pre ic Only whon the Loyelist governnent 
had pledged itself to drive the ropresentetives of the Workers Party of Marxist Unifi- 
Cation who stood for the preleterian revolution, out of all posts of influence and to 
use its cficrts toe disarm the Anarcho-Syndicalists, did Russia consent to «low the 
supplics of corms that were «t hend to be unlocdcd in Spanish ports. Premicr Ccballoero q 
before being ousted, is reported to have said (Seo Adelante of May 11th) "I can do 
nothing. Russia démands co:plete curbing of the POUM as the price of military oid mak 
which we must have." Russien-icifluencc in Spain has been as deoisive as it was in 
Chins in the days of Borodints -llisnec with Chiang Kai Shek in 1926-1927, | 


Thus we have the parad of the lesding functicnarics of the Russian Rovolution 
using their influcnce and sm 6 to prevent the ccvelopnent of a sinilar Spanish 
Revoluticn to the end whore the workers will triumph. The Sovicts of Russia become 
instrunonts tte forcstnll the foruntion of Soviets in Spain and Russion Stalinists 
who preach the pessibility of building Sccfalisn in one country cand that thoy have no 
idoa of interference elsewhere dok their utmost to reach beyond the limits of their 
own lan dad to stop the ocrention of « Socialist regine in a country 2 thousand miies away 


It is entirely superfluous to Ciscuss the well-known aid of the Fascist countrics 
to monarchist Spain. Tho Spanish yovernacnt has published a White Book on the subject 
filled with irrefutcble facts obtsined from prisoners captured by the Loyalists, Evcn 
efter Gormany and Italy jciucd the non-intcrvention commission it is notorious that 
Frinco has nover been in nood of artillory, cirplanos, tanks and the equipnent and non 
thet go with them. But I have visited the frontline trenchos on tho Aragon front nea 
Hucsee whore Loyalist soldiers had been supp: sod to hold tho lines with 20 oartridges 
cach, with no bsyoncts, wit no botibs,.with no cannon, with no tanks, with no airplano 
with about 3% of the material that the situation urgently callod for, 


Truly the blesding pooplse of Spain can roly on no foreign governnent as their 
real frtand in this parlous period of international rivalry. Bach country that med- 
Glos in Spain has its own selfish ulterior notives to carry cut. Not one of then will 
hesitats for a moncnt to uso the Syanish BcoRhe ag pawns in their own lust for world 
powcr. 
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D OU LIKE THESE PIRSTsiL:ND “RTICLES ON SPAIN? 


eee eee 


FUYURE ISsUnS OF TW CLASS STRUGGLE WILL CONTAIN “RTTCLES BY ALBSRT WEISBORD ON 


Unisuo Problens of the Spinish Revolution 
Two Visits to Barcclona 
‘ho Fight Within the Spanish Left 
A Critique of the Workers Party of Marxist Unification, 


BE SURB TO GET THE CLASS STRUGGLE REGULARLY 


— 
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il wa | ebout a million end a 
Measured by this standard, tho Span aici civil war way las 
aber of deaths mounts tragically «nd the cost to the nation 
; ights, one nust ask, "What is the fight roally about? Has all 
boon Seout to deternine herely Who shell manage the governisnt of Spain, or 
ere Des issucs? 


t 


> now the battle has beon waged on a political plans, within the channels of 
s Democracy, But the fact ib that tho rcbollion of Senjurjo and Franco 
ee than a "palace revoluticn" or a politicos] uphecval, it was a genuine pro- 
on the part of wealthy proporty oloncnts and high caste arny officers to maintein 
‘power end woalth. And the resistance which net the rebollion of July 1936 did 
cone from the republican government - unost of the mombers of tho liberal coalition 
hardly tc to seon at the tine of the uprasing - it camo rathor fron the workers 
and inpevérishod peesents who seized whatevor carns thoy could lay their hands on at 
the mement to hold back the cnery, 


5 In Catalonia, in Valencin, in tho Biscsy region and elsowhoro in the industrial 
i ieee the workers took possession of factories and transport industrics and talked 

about & social rovolution, «bout 2 completo defeat not only of the Fascist arnios but 
of capitelisn and cll privete ownership of property. They formed cnti-fascist connit- 
tees thet bogan to ldok very ':uch like Sovicts to dircct the strugglo. All this cac- 
tivity was carried on indevendently of the ropublican frovernnent, Apparontly class 
lines were cutting throuch the "Loyelist" forccs whtch wore aonprised of widely dif- 
forent Groups, as incecd wore tho "Fascist" arnics,. 


The fact that pcople go on using the shibboloths of a political rovolution whon 
it is a social revolution that is in tho making, is a sign thet a dual power oxists 
within the renks of the Loymlists and that tho revolution has stopped but halfway, un- 
able to articulate fully its real historic neenning. One side of this dual power, the 
revolutionary workors! side, ius «at social revolution. The other, more moderate side 
of the People's Front, w-nts to restore tho status quo of before July 1936. It is 
doubtful whethor the situction now preveiling cun cndure very long. How transitory 
is the present reginc can be socn from the fact thrt the Valonoia govornnent has stoad- 
ily lost its mass base and today rests upon an adrinistration of nino mon, certainly 
a nighty slin foundation upon which to build an cniuring republic. 


Both the instability of tho jjovernment and the class nature of the forces which 
divido it were glaringly illunineted in the barricade fighting which broke out in 
Barcelona cn May 3rd and lasted to Mey 7th. It was my cood fortune to arrive at tho 
very outset of the events and t2 witness unnistakkablo domonstrations of tho volecno 
that sebthes under Peoplo's Front. A streot pee on both sides of which rifles 
crack and machine guns rat-a-tat ve with «uazing sharpnoss through tho bewildering 
babble of partios and of political pass-werds. aes wos no mistaking the fact that 
in the eyos of tho workers who manned the berricades, ready to give thoir lives if 
need be (and there were at least fourtcen hundred casualties), tho issuo was not a 
all between Donocraoy and Fi:scisn, but betwoon cepitelisn ond workers! rule. Thoy 
were on tho streets to "dcfoend the conquests of the revolution" which to then moant 
the right to own and oontrol the economic functions of the nation. Tho Valoncia 
govern-ient, in their cyes, had already become a countcr-rovolutionary one, in essence 
no better than Franco's rulo. 


It is absolutely vitcl to crasp this underlying truth if we wish to thread the 
lebyrinths of the Spanish scene with any cortcinty. That the upper classes undorstood 

ee menace of the May Days cen be scen in the fact that imacdiately thereafter thore 

is ie ab ie Meee nd ins 211 of thc People's Front press the Question of scattling the 
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pu Sones, ‘si arrange sono pits on pein sey fee crosboetiraon neue war with Franco 
re the war with the people becones t30 sharp to be casily handled. Tho Loyalist — : 
governient in the internal development of the revolution seens to stand betwoon the | 
workers ana the forces included in the grouping torned "Fascist." “oon 
The fact is the Mey Days cnded in a truce, not in a complete wietory for tho gov~ 
ernicnt. Tho workers were well awgro that they could have taken the powor if tho load~ 
ors of their organizations had so wished, and that tho governnent oxistcd thorefaro on — 
their sufferance, Even the capturc of tho Tolephore Building in Barcclona - the. seizurg 
of which by the Catalan police fron tho trade unions who wore administering it presi-~ | 
pitated the ficht - was not cffectcd by the power of tho assault guards but surrondered 
to then voluntcrily. Aftcr the fighting tho Anarchists hed less raspaot for the gov= — 
ernment than over, The scvernnent, it is truc, finelly cot the Telephone Building 
which it was after, but it wes not able to disarm the masses in the rear. ~ How many 
arnus the Anerchists, Syndicalists, POUMItces actually havo can only be guessed but it 
is uncoubtedly considerzile, xéAnd I, mysclf, in visiting tho big factory of Hispano- 
Suiza motors saw somc huge tanks in the hands cf the workers, That the unions necnt 
business in taking over the factories is sccn in the high barricades constantly naine 
txincd by an arued guard outside gach factory. Despite o11 offorts of the governnent 
the ricnbors of the workers! petrol controls were not cntirely disarreda in Mey but mony 
still rotcinod thcir suomichine uns teken in the July Days. 


4s for the intcrior of Citalonia sutside cf Barcolona, the stato of affairs nay 
bo secn from the fact tht, wocks after the cnd of the bottlesin the cepital city athe: 
fighting was still going on in the smaller towns and citios of the country-side whore 
the Anercho-Syndicalists and POUMitces hed, in mony places, takon entire control, only 
to be ordered by their central organizations finally to relinquish it. In tho cnsuing 
discrnenent that was attcrpted by the sovornnent, it was reported that in one place 
alone, Tarragona, the public forces fot one tank, 1700 rifles and some thousands of 
bonbs, the cheractcristic wearon of the Spaniards. At Reus they obtainod 8 tons of 
natoricls in whieh worse includod 6,000 borbs,. 


Tho big problen before the Loyalist gevormient is the disarnanent of the working 
Class and cll other armed forces not mdor dirccet control, ond tho ousting of the workm 
ers fron possession of thc factoriss, But should vithor of these tasks be attenpted 
it narks tho besinning cf - new civil war in the rear. The covernnent will not bo able 
to’ coniuct ¢«. doubhbe wor, at the front against Franco and in the rocr egainst the rovo- 
lutionswry sooetions of the werking class. It will ha vo to chooso ono or the othor, or 
one after the other, 


After all, both Francots rebellion and the Mey Days barricade fighting in Baroo-~ 
lons wore but tho culrinetion of « proccss cf many yoars standing boginning with the 
cvents that led to the, formation of the Republic in 1931. If wo plot a graph of tho 
revolutionary novenont sinoc thot timc, wo shall have te conclude thet despite groat 
zigzags, on the whole the curve hes boen stoadily upward, cach new spurt of tho rovo- 
lutionary curve having followed some attempt on the patt of tho forces of tho old mon. 
erchic rog ime to Co too far. &Tho democratic ropublio, born in 1931, gave birth to 
two military outbursts, lod by Sanjurjo and Pranoo, but in cach case ae oountor-ro-~ 
volutaphary attcmpts woro followod by still further rovolutionary advancos so that, in 
the name of the defonoe of tho ropublio, tho lower olsssos of workers snd pe«sants haw 
cach time moved closer to the scizgure of power. 


At this point in the gano the Valencia regime can not cocso aotivitios against 
Franco. Itsclf moro or less « prisoner of the workers constituting the pwrtics that 
dominate the government, the cabinet must sontinuo to fight dofensivoly against tho 
Fiscist cnomye It must not allow the dofocts at Irun, at Tolodo, at Malaga, at San 


% 


f 1871 rie was ne ae of thie cians of ere TIT on the battloficld 
bh siogo of Paris that lcd to the proletserian outburst, so it may woll bo that 
; or Madrid would entiroly disillusion tho tasscs about the offioacy of the 
8 Front govornment in Valoncia and impol them to take mattors into thcir own 
The government, therefore, must strive not to be defcated in Madrid, nct b 

cause Franco would thoreby win the country, but becnusc the issuc between eee and 
outright Communism would then heve to be fought out in its utmost clarity and all mid- 
| dlesof-the-road Glements would hevs to disappear, 


“Internationally, the fall of the Valoncie government end the riso cf civil war 


ee the reer with tho establishment cf 2 werkors! rule would at once lead to united 


intervention cn foreicn wa The answer to this cculd only be tho attompt to cxtend 
the rovelution beyond tho ieee of Spain into Portugal, Franoc and Wostern Europe. 


The strugcle between Communism and Fascism weuld then have to teko on a world wide 
scope ena oven draw in the Sovict Union. 


But the far more liksly ;robability is that Madrid will be adequately defended. 
There is no dcubt that the So:nish Pesple's Army is now morc fermidable than the army 
of Franco. The soldiers tive becouc sorssnea ond trained. They have the .highest mo-~ 
rale. They aro fishting for their homes and whet they boliove to be progross, Their 
Gnemy combinos:c hated foregin invader snd the cchorts of ninsrity croups whoso fcot 
has been historically on the necks of the pecple. Tho Loywlist Army is far suporior 
in numbers «nd has much bettor oconemic orjsenizetion behind it. The case porallels 
in away, the situation in the American Civil War where the South was able to strike 
the first heard blows and in the beginning sppcarcd to be winning the struggle, only 
to have to yield to the su:crior economic might and man power of tho North standing f 
for a more modern and iettcr iodo ef preduction. Tho inidcations are that Franco has 
spent his main strongth and hes definitcly roached his peak beyond which he cannot 


60° without jimense now cid from Gerwcny and Italy. 


But the fact must be recognized that the c nsc#vctivo soctions of politicians and 
ariay officcrs on the sice of tho Valencia poverntient Co-not want to beat Frnco too 
badly or Gonplctely destroy His forccs Should the defcncors of the old regiue be 
conpletely wipod out, ticy ferr they will not be able to control the renr, Such a sit 
ubdtion is not ontirely new. It finds its prototype as far back as the days of the 
English Civil Wers of 1642-1646 «and 1648-1648 when the censervative clonant in England 
had been featful that tho civil wer would go too far in upsotting the property struc- 
turc. At first tho oe of tho Perlianent of England had been led by soverel big Lore 
but after the defeat of the King «t Marston Mour these officers wore mortelly afriad 
not of being cites but of 1 beating the king too much, They thorcfore sabotaged the 


furthor conduct of the war end Crenwoell was forced to bring chargss against the Earl 


of Manchostor aud others tnd to push forward his own "Model Arny." 


The se considcraticis furnish the basic reason for the fact that the govornnont 
fercess on the whole have always linitod thomselves to the dcfensive, oven when these 
tactics wore suicidal, and for the further foct that although tho Loyalist governicnt 
has lost so many positions owing to the treachcry of the officers, it still continues 
to place the highest trust in the rencwod nilitarization of the old workers! militic 
under their supreme commend, Herc, too, is the recson why the Aragen Front has been 
scootceed. — 


The idea, then, -is to defeat Franco but not too badly, to foroc the cncny to 
subait but later to incorporate its ranks into the republic again, so that tho con- 
bined forees muy put down the threat of social revolution. 4 nd this, too, is the 
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iki SRR ee He Lee fact 3P the eae a a 
PEL Po Sree nie Orage ree ap i rit who are pik oxtrontste. In tho, government of 


the Pa vic of ea dee he fost ea Ae aihsceiee perish of peat ae Tt n nS » 
tuo, that on the side ef Franco, not the Falangists, inspired by the foreign nodels 
of Germany and Italy, must control, but those elemcnts, tho Liberal Monarchists and 
the eld Lerreux type of cempranisers who were fornorly friondly to England be put in 
charge. The recent trial ani expulsion from the country ef Manuel Hedilla, leader of 
the Falancists appears to indicate that Tronco is taking this drift toward moderation 
acriously, is bargeining with England and is trying to conc tc some torns, And the 
fact thut Pranco hinsclf has becone the head of the Falangists is net 2 sign that ho © 
has movec further fren En land but rather thet he will at all custs control the Falan- | 
{ 


ot 


ist org:nization «nd moke it sarve his purposcs, As long ago as May 27th, tho well 

informed paper, La Depeche de Toulouse, could. prodict that tho civil war tm Spain was_ 

approaching its end and that Loth sices would finally got togothcr in somo sort of 

Coriproniso. 
Whut scert of oompronmise on mn possibdly be offectced? It can only be onthe condition 

that the situation beforo 1946 »e restored and that private capitelisn be ro-cstablish- 

ed, that is to say, thet thy masses abanden the property they had soized. But this 

Can be donc only after the city workers are provbked into scene scrt of strugglc and 

arc botten. And this is the most probable perspective because the working olsss has 

not becn cble to form organizetions strong enough to rosist the coming attacks against 

it.. 


The recent mass cxecutions in the Sovict Union havo provided the sinistor spec- 
tacle of a rovoluticn, like sci female spider, Cevouring the very clenments which had ~ 
inpregnated it. As anplicd to Spain, this same principle holds good in anothcr Sense, 
nanely, that in the course of tho rovolution 211 the partics have been forced to pon- 
tradict their prograas and advecate the very opposite. Catholics fight sido by sice 
with Meors whom thoir ancestors @revo out of the country. Moncrchists are tha oanp 
nates of Falancsists who insist thet never shall the menarchy return to Spain, nd, 
under sthor circunstsnces, it will be the mon-rehical cloncnts friondly to England 
that will break fron the falangists fricndly to Germany and Italy, if need be to of- 
feet & compromise on terms uncer whick they can keep sone of their influence and 
wealth, 


But if, on the side of the propertied classes,thore has bocn marvelous flexibil-~ 
ity both under Franco ana under the Icyalist-regine, on tha side of the wsrkors' lead- 
ers there hag becn an uttcr “vanJonnent cf principle. Tho Socialist Party which has 
clwoys prcachea the neccssity cf democratic management of the governnent has gonsis- 
tently refused to dotcormine denooratically the.rclation of forecs betwenn itself and ~ 
the anne ae The Communist Party, fsrucrly stern advocate of insurrece- 
tion and of the etka ttorshiy of the proletariat through Soviets, now doos its bost 
to dcclars that it does not fight for So¢aalim but for capitalist domooracy and has 
consistently teases covernnontal neasures to suppross tho working non in the citios 
of Cetelonic and clsewhore.. 


Anarchists, the vory essonce of whcse pregrana has boon intransigeant hostility 
to svory sort of Stato regardless of its cheractor, are now nonbors of the State it- 
solf and oinisters in the gcevernnont. Syndicalists renain in the government while 
that covernnont is shooting down Syndicalists who have roared barricades in opposi- 
tion to it; and while renaining in the governnont both Anarchist and Syndicalist nin- 
istors urjo thoir adhorents not to try to conquer tho State but to ignore it and to 
2onstruct = naw spoinl-erdor rogardlessa of it. 


ie t: Ft, dante Caceres 
Sova one Was hunting down end porssecuting all 
at thts Reign toc, the POUM mace no earnest effcrt 
i cf the workers that night have rcsul- 
S covernnent and the pee auguration of a 
Save ahea Riel way for Soviets. A party that boliov- 
“<a net even formed scldiers! ccnmittecs in the brigades 
L perty Claining tc wish te overthrow inperialisn, it made 


A yarty that declares war on the 
dalists and ere ane. es ond eee for 2 new Communist Internaticnal, it yet 

encins inside the s:cialistic International London Bureau and cllows that Bureau to 
govern its international relations, 


In a sonse this very cenfusicn in the ranks of the revolutioncry labor movement 
nay Me @ Sich of its satyction. It nemns, at least, that under the blows of the strug- 
VElS,; 6verything is in flux and that proper changes in practice cre possible, A large 
section ef the Socialists say yet icfinitcly saGvocate direct action at the sane tine 

as the overwhelming majority cf the Syndicelists champion the @ause of thc seizure 

of State rowcr ane the esta iisiment of a ¥ orkers' State. sf lready a very influon- 
| tiel section of the Anarchists, the Frien’is of Durruti, have cono cut fcr the closest 
| collaboration with the POUR: which, in turn, os it Lecesncs further persecuted and drive: 
unucrsrounc, might succeed in Belshcvising itself an d clininating the Ciscrepancices 
between its theorics and its practices. 


In this respect the POUM has played a very clover rove in calling for the setting 
up of a trade unicn g.vernucnt cempesod solely cf representatives of the U.G.T. and 
CANT. The load given br the POUM has been sccanded by considerable nunbers of worker 
im beth union conters «nd the CNT has cfficially endcrsed the move. The fusion of the 
CNT and soctions of the UCT ospecially thosc under the influence of Caballero and his 
Left Scciclists is beccning ever sore Jeg cama. Should such a fusion take place it 
would signify that Spain is whll on the road tc the ostablishnent of the dictatorship 
of the preleterict, 


But fer all this tirc is cvidently nooded. Whethotime they will be able to win 
this tine is preblenaticcl. ft eny rate, at the present nenent, tho workers! organize 
ticns socom to be unprercred tc sclvc tie tremendous yrobleus before then. The odds 
appear to be against tion and just as Frenco will not be <ble to takc the powor, so it 
Havers vic orolotcrict clsc will fail fcr the tim eing. 

Ane then whet? The defeat of the workers in pitched battlc, ofter they have bec 
dnaucea to enpere in futile strucilc, their disarmecnt and ousting fron the incustric 
of tho country, thc roconstituticn of a stron, militery machine to which all is subor- 
eematepeel) this is protctle, cand if this Haprons tiie basis will te leic for the criv- 
ing out of the tenp orizers fren the covernncnt and whethor openly or covertly, throuck 
the usc of the plebiscite or other dcenocrstic trappings, for the estaylishnent of a 
« tictatcrial regine thet will bring orfler of one sort or another into the Spanish 
scone, 


Such a prospect can we realized in Snocin with one important proviso, nancly 
that the intornational situction reniins max as it is. But if world war brocks out 
quite ciffercnt complications will cnsue, 
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